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I am delighted that Raj Bhavan, Odisha, Bhubaneswar is bringing out a coffee table 


book under the title Through the Prism of Time - Odisha and its Raj Bhavans shortly. 


Odisha has a long and glorious history. It became the first state in the country to be 
formed on a linguistic basis in the year 1936. The mountains, the temples, the flora 
and fauna, the plunging waterfalls, the enchanting coasts and the glorious beaches 
of golden sands, the marvel of urban setting, the quaintness of village life--all these 
constitute the fascinating panorama of Odisha. It is not the individual monuments or 
temples demonstrating the architectural brilliance of the sculptors but the grandness 


of their totality that has been captured in this book. 


The state of Odisha has been served by many illustrious Governors who had a vision, 
and were committed to the development and progress of Odisha. Raj Bhavans in 
Odisha have a hoary past. The magnificent Raj Bhavans of Odisha, I mean all the three 


mansions which have been the residence of Governors in pre-independence and then 
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in post-independent period, hold countless historical memories deep in their heart 
and have their own history and legacy. All these mansions have seen many stalwarts 
pass through their portals. The rare photographs of the book recapture some of these 


glorious moments. 


The Raj Bhavan at Puri, which is over 100 years old, was the summer residence of British 
Governors. Puri, lying on the beautiful coast of the Bay of Bengal, is the holy abode of 


Lord Jagannath. 


Cuttack, the millennium city, which was the capital of Odisha, has a heritage bungalow in 
Lalbagh Palace. Situated on the banks of river Kathajori, this 17th century edifice, which 
was used by Moghul and Maratha Subedars, was the official residence of Governors till 


the state decided to shift its capital to Bhubaneswar. 


Raj Bhavan, Bhubaneswar, which stands at the centre of the city, with its snow-white 
decor, its everlasting splendour, beautifully designed architecture, lush greenery, tall 
trees, beautiful gardens, fountains and lighting, is indeed quite majestic. A lot of changes 


have been made for the upkeep and facelift of Raj Bhavan. 


When one lives in a state with such an incredible heritage, one keenly desires to become 
a part of it. This pictorial book has illustrations on Odisha’s history, art, culture and 
heritage and the legacy of three Raj Bhavans presented here tries to recreate the magic 


moments of the days of yore. 


The author of this book has done a good job and tried to present the grand tapestry of 
the many threads depicting Odisha’s splendour and its remarkable journey through the 


ages. 


I wish the coffee table book will be appreciated for the dedicated work done to portray 


the beauty of Odisha’s past and the promises of its present. 


S.C. Jamir 


Governor, Odisha 
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FOREWORD 


It was the vision and support of Hon'ble Governor all through the past few months that 
helped us in bringing out this coffee table book, a pictorial one that takes one through 
the life and history of three mansions which have served as Raj Bhavans in Odisha 
and also that showcases the glorious history, the grandeur and the many splendours 
of Odisha. The earlier volume on Raj Bhavan was an excellent piece of work and the 
present endeavour illuminates many new facets of the majestic and sublime Odisha 
and its Raj Bhavans. This enormous task would not have been possible without Hon'ble 


Governor's dynamic stewardship and guidance. 


Odisha is an amazing and fascinating land and is surely one of the worthy destinations 
of alifetime. The history and journey of Odisha has been very interesting and extremely 
exciting. Parts of Odisha were known under several names in different periods of 
time: Kalinga,Utkal, Odra and South Koshala. It is a land where art achieves excellence, 
where people are born with a natural inclination towards artistic skills, perceptions and 
values, a place where love, peace, harmony and wisdom reign and a place from where 


the message of peace and non-violence had spread to different parts of the world. 


This coffee table book focuses primarily upon the glorious past of Raj Bhavan, Puri, 
Cuttack and the pulsating present of the Raj Bhavan, Bhubaneswar. Raj Bhavan, Puri 
has already completed its centenary in the year 2014 and Raj Bhavan, Cuttack, now 


being used as Sishu Bhavan, is more than 380 years old. These former citadels of 
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power deserve our fond recollections. The present magnificent building of Raj Bhavan, 
Bhubaneswar completed fifty years in 2010 and plays a pivotal role in the governance of 


modern Odisha. 


Raj Bhavan is a hallowed place where the first citizen of the state resides. For outsiders, 
it remains a place to explore and discover. Earlier known as Governor House, it stands 
as a symbol of unique dignity and prestige. The success, effectiveness and prestige of 
any institution rests on its orderly functioning and the extent to which it adheres to 


standards of discipline, dignity and decorum in carrying out its activities. 


This pictorial volume on Odisha and its three Raj Bhavans provides fascinating glimpses 
of the land’s cultural, political, and social history. Events that made headlines and the 
art that fascinates people the world over reveal many dimensions of Odisha. Here one 
finds an opportunity to revisit sites where laws were made and philosophies honed. The 
readers can tread upon the very stone our illustrious ancestors had walked on or gaze at 
the desk where Hon’ble Governors wrote. This book depicts Odisha in its pristine glory 
through hundreds of images and superb photographs collected from major historical 


archives, museums, universities and other reliable sources. 


Designed to be an interesting book worth preserving, it offers exciting views of Odisha 
through the prism of time, especially of the Raj Bhavans. Composed of fascinating and 
rare visuals and a thoughtful text, the book will definitely contribute to showcasing 


Odisha and its Raj Bhavans in a befitting way. 


I entrusted Shri Pradeep Kumar Rath, Personal Secretary to Governor, with the task of 
writing the book, a formidable task given the time span of four months. In spite of many 
constraints, I am happy that the proposed book is ready for publication. I hope that 
the young and the old, students as well as scholars will find reading it an enjoyable and 


rewarding experience. 


C.J. Venugopal 


Principal Secretary to Governor 
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History of ODISHA 


7 he different parts of modern state of Odisha were in the past known under different names in different times i.e. Kalinga, 


Utkal, Koshala, Kangoda. The early history of Odisha is shrouded in obscurity. However, the names of Kalinga, Utkal and Koshala 


are mentioned in the sacred texts of the Mahabharata and the Puranas. In the ‘Vana Parva’ of the Mahabharata the great sage 


Lomasa observes, “Ete Kalingah Kaunteya Yatra Baitarani Nadi / Yatrah Jajata dharmopi devarchhama metyavai”. (This is the 


country of Kalinga where flows river Baitarani). Meghasthenes and Pliny have also mentioned Kalinga in their accounts, but the 


exact extent of the state cannot be determined from these texts. 


The great king Asoka in his rock edicts at Dhauli and 
Jaugada mentions that he has divided Kalinga into two 
divisions for the sake of better administration: northern 
division with its capital at Toshali and southern division 
with its capital at Samapa. Asoka’s inscriptions point to the 
fact that Kalinga in his time included the entire region now 


known as Odisha. 


The Hatigumpha inscription of Kharavela (1st century B.C.) 
at Udayagiri in Bhubaneswar testifies to the fact that during 
the 1st century B.C., Odisha was known as Kalinga. In Kalidas’ 
kavya Raghuvansham written in 4th century A.D., the name of 
Utkala has been mentioned referring to the northern part of 
Kalinga. Utkala has also been mentioned in the great epics, 
the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. The earlier capital of 
Utkala was Viraja, identified with modern Jajpur. 


Kosala has been mentioned in ‘Vana Parva’ of the 
Mahabharata, and it might refer to Dakshina Kosala 
comprising the Ayodhya region. The Sambalpur region of 
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modern Odisha was included in Dakshina Kosala as per the 
testimony of the eminenthistorian, Dr. H.C. Raychoudhury. 
‘The territory was under Panduvamshis during the 8th and 
Oth centuries A.D. and was subsequently under Kalachuris 


and Somavamsis. 


Odra has been mentioned in Manu Samhita and Soro copper 
plate of Somadatta, and it formed a part of Uttar Toshali. 
‘Oda’ in Saura language means cultivation. The coastal 
region was known as ‘Odra desha’, a land of cultivators. 
The famous Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang mentions 
Odra as a kingdom. It comprised the coastal area of the 


modern-day Odisha and extended upto Puri district. 


As per Yuan Chwang;'s travelogue, the kingdom of Kangoda 
extended from Puri district in the north to the undivided 
Ganjam district in South in the 6th and 7th centuries A.D. 
The meaning of the word Kangoda is ‘land of honey’ as 
Kongu in Tamil means honey. The Sailodbhavas ruled 
Kangoda Mandala, and during the time of Yuan Chwang'’s 


visit it was a powerful kingdom. 


Asoka, the emperor of Magadha, conquered Kalinga in 
261 B.C. in the bloody Kalinga war, where as per his 
rock edict (at Shahbagadi in Pakistan) around one 
hundred thousand people were killed and one hundred 
fifty thousand people were made captive. The eminent 


historian, Dr. R. K. Mukherjee states that the populous 


— Khandagiri Caves 


Kalinga country was republican in nature. Asoka was 
deeply affected by the ghastly bloodshed and suffering, 
turned a pacifist and embraced Buddhism. He tried 
fervently to spread the canons of Buddhism in every nook 
and corner. Kharavela, of the Chedi dynasty, ruled Kalinga 
in the second half of the 1st century B.C. and as recorded in 
the Hatigumpha inscription in Udayagiri in Bhubaneswar, 
he defeated Satakarni in the west. The Mushikas, Rastrikas, 
Bhojakas, the rulers of Rajagriha and king Brihaspatimitra 
of Magadha were also vanquished by him. The inscription 
testifies to the fact that he was not only a great military 
commander but also an able administrator. He was a 
staunch Jaina and brought back from Magadha the seat of 
Jina. Under his patronage Jainism flourished in Kalinga 


alongwith other religions. 


Not much historical evidence is available as regards 
subsequent historical developments pertaining to the 
history of Odisha. However, the Kushana Empire held 
sway over some parts of Kalinga during the period from the 
1st to the 3rd centuries A.D. Samudragupta of the Gupta 
dynasty conquered Kalinga as per the evidence available 


in his Allahabad inscription. Matharas of South Kalinga 
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ruled from Pistapura over the vast tracts of land spreading 
from the Mahanadi to the Godavari. During the post- 
Gupta period, dynasties known as Matharas, Nalas and 
Sarabhapuriyas ruled over various parts of Odisha. During 
the period from 6th to 8th century A.D. the Sailodbhavas 
ruled the coastal region of Kalinga extending from the 


Mahanadi in the north to Mahendragiri in the south 


comprising modern Puri and Ganjam dis! 


ic 


. During 
their rule, Kalinga came to be recognised as a maritime 
power and trade and commerce between Kalinga and 
Suvarnadwipa (Modern Myanmar) flourished. Numerous 
temples were erected by Sailodbhava kings. King Sasanka of 
Gauda country invaded Kangoda and remained its overlord 
till 620 A.D. Harshavardhan annexed Kangoda in 642 A.D. 
and brought Sailodbhava rule to an end. The rulers of the 
Sailodbhava dynasty were Saivites but tolerated Buddhism. 
After the Sailodbhavas the Bhauma dynasty ruled over the 
major portion of coastal Odisha, then known as Toshali 
with Capital near Jajpur. It is remarkable that a few women 
rulers of the subsequent Bhauma dynasty like Tribhubana 


Mahadevi and Dandi Mahadevi ruled Kalinga successfully. 


= 


doers 


Lingaraj Temple 
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It is generally held that the rule of Somavamsis started from 
922 AD with the advent of Yayati I. He shifted his capital 
from Suvarnapur, annexed the Bhauma Kingdom and 
defeated Bhanjas of Koshala. Kalinga, Kangoda, Utkala and 
Kosala were united under his regime. He built a temple for 
Lord Jagannath at Puri and re-established the shrine there. 


It is traditionally believed that he performed Asvamedha 


sacrifice at Jajpur. He laid the foundation stone for 
Lingaraj Temple at Bhubaneswar and is rightly regarded as 
the father of the unified Odisha. Lalatendu Keshari of this 


dynasty completed the construction of Lingaraj Temple in 


1050 A.D. 


Jagannath Temple 


Chodaganga Dev of Ganga dynasty ruled Odisha during 
the period from 1077 A.D. to 1147 A.D. The rulers of 
Ganga dynasty extended the empire from the Ganges to 
the Godavari. A great Vaishnavite, Chodaganga started the 
construction of the magnificent Jagannath temple at Puri 
which was completed by Anangabhima Dev in 1211 A.D. 
He also established a new city called Abhinava Bidanasi at 


modern Cuttack at the confluence of the rivers, Mahanadi 


mail.com 


Konark Temple 


and Kathajori and built Barabati Fort in 1229 A.D. 
Langula Narasinghdev of the Ganga dynasty built the 
Sun Temple at Konark during the period from 1234 to 
1245 A.D. The Somavamsi kings and the kings belonging to 
Ganga dynasty were prolific builders of temples in different 
parts of Odisha. Bhubaneswar, the Ekamra Kshetra, occupies 
a pre-eminent position in having temples dedicated tovarious 


deities of the Hindu pantheon, especially to Lord Siva. 


The political and cultural unification of Kosala, Utkala and 
Kangoda into one kingdom is an important achievement of 
the rulers of the Ganga dynasty. They succeeded in keeping 
their vast kingdom independent when the neighbouring 
countries were occupied by Muslim chieftains. The regime 
witnessed the transformation of Jagannath cult into an all- 
India phenomenon. Ganga rule is indeed a great landmark 


in Odishan history. 


Odisha fell a prey to constant incursions of Muslim 
invaders and in the year 1361 A.D., Sultan Feroz Shah 
Tughluq attacked the Ganga kingdom in the reign of king 
Bhanudev III and occupied Bidanasi Cuttack for a short 


while. 


Kapilendra Dev of the Surya dynasty, who was a chieftain 
under Ganga ruler, Bhanudev IV usurped the throne in 
the year 1435 A.D. and was crowned at Krittivas Kataka, 
modern Bhubaneswar. He enlarged the boundaries of his 


state in all directions. He conquered Bengal, Rajamahendry, 
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Kondavidu, Telengana, Bahamani, Vijayanagar kingdoms. 
His empire stretched from the Ganges in the north and 
Trichinapalli in the south. He assumed the title Gajapati 


Gaudeswar Navakoti Karnata Kalavargeswar. 


Kapilendra’s son Purushottam Dev was a valiant king and 
strove hard to maintain the boundaries of his kingdom. 
However, he suffered initial setbacks from the armies of 
the Bahamani Sultanate and the Vijayanagar empire, but 
ultimately defeated them. He defeated the King of Kanchi 
and married his daughter, Padmavati. However, Salva 
Narasingha, the emperor of Vijayanagar captured the 
southern portion of his kingdom. Purushottam Dev was 
succeeded by his son Prataprudra Dev, who inspite of his 
best efforts could not succeed in keeping the empire in tact. 
He was attacked by Allauddin Hussain Shah of Bengal who 
in the year 1508 marched upto Puri. In 1512 Krishnadev 
Ray of Vijayanagar kingdom defeated the forces of the 


Gajapati kingdom. 


In 1522 A.D, Quli 
Kutab Shah of Golconda 
defeated his army and 
wrested the Krishna 
Godavari tract from 
him. Sri Chaitanya 
of Nadia visited Puri 
during his reign and 
a strong Vaishnavite 


religious fervour swept 


Sri Chaitanya 


across the kingdom. The 
great influence of Sri Chaitanya on the subsequent cultural 
clime of Odisha is quite remarkable. Govinda Vidyadhar, 
a minister of the king Prataprudra, rebelled against him 
and succeeded in ascending the throne in 1541 A.D. The 
Bhoi dynasty founded by him continued till 1560 A.D. 
when Mukunda Dev, a Chalukya king as per the version of 
Madala Panji, usurped the throne after a bloody coup. He 
was defeated by the army of Sulaiman Karrani, the Sultan 


of Bengal in 1568 A.D. The infamous Kalapahad destroyed 
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several temples and indulged in the acts of plunder, 
vandalism and terror during his reign. Mukunda Dev was 
the last independent Hindu king of Khurda and after his 
death, Odisha was annexed to the Sultanate of Bengal. King 
Mansingh of Amber, the General of the emperor Akbar, 
defeated Daud, the Afghan ruler of Odisha, in 1592 A.D. 
and recognized the claim of Ramachandra Dev of the Bhoi 
dynasty as the custodian of Jagannath temple. Thus Odisha 


came under the suzerainty of Mughal emperors. 


The Gajapati king, Ramachandra Dev II was defeated by 
Taki Khan, son of Shuja-ud-din, who was the Governor of 
Bengal, in 1727 A.D. and converted to Islam. However, Taki 
Khan placed Bhagirathi Kumar, the son of Ramachandra 
Dev II on the throne, During the reign of Taki Khan several 


Islamic monuments were built in Odisha. 


The Marathas under the leadership of Raghoji Bhonsle 
raided Bengal in 1745 A.D., 1751 A.D. and 1755 A.D., 
which was then ruled by Alivardi Khan. Alivardi Khan was 
forced to sign a humiliating treaty in 1751 A.D. and ceded 
Odisha to the Marathas. The northern boundary of Odisha 
was fixed at river Subarnarekha. Maratha rule was hugely 
unpopular as loot and arson by the Bargis, as Marathas 
were called, were rampant at that time and a pilgrimage 


tax was levied on pilgrims to Puri. 


The British had acquired trading permission from the 
Mughal emperor in the year 1633 and established a 
settlement at Hariharpur. They subsequently established 
important ports at Balasore and Pipili on river Subarnarekha 
which did not last long. Lord Clive acquired the Diwani 
rights of Bengal, Bihar and Odisha (only Midnapur district) 
from the inefficient ruler Shah Alam after the battle of 
Buxar in 1764 A.D. Lord Clive and Warren Hastings started 
negotiation with the Marathas for acquisition of Odisha, but 
in vain. However, under the instruction of Lord Wellesley, 
the Governor General, on 3 August, 1803, a British convoy 
led by Colonel Harcourt marched from the Northern 


Circar via a narrow strip of land near Malud and captured 
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Puri on 8 August having defeated the Maratha Chieftain. 
A second army occupied Balasore and sent reinforcement 
to Cuttack to lay siege to Barabati fort, which was captured 
on 14 October, 1803. The British fought with the Maratha 
forces of Raghoji Bhonsle II in the Battle of Laswangi and 
defeated them. Bhonsle had to sign the Treaty of Deogaon 
on 17 December, 1803 and ceded the entire province of 
Odisha under Maratha occupation to the British. The British 
conquest of Odisha was not an arduous one in view of the 
inherent decrepitude of the Maratha regime. However, 
consolidation of the territory was a difficult affair owing to 
lack of understanding on the part of the rulers of the land 


tenures prevalent during the time. 


British authorities tried to raise the 
land revenue by frequent short-term 


settlements which became a factor 


responsible for Paik Rebellion of ଏ 

1817. The hereditary land tenures * 

awarded to Paiks in recognition pA 
Buxi Jagabandhu 


of their efforts in safeguarding 
the kingdom were forfeited by the 
dictates of the new administration 
led by Major Fletchers as a result of 
which warriors and chieftains like 


Buxi Jagabandhu were deprived of 


their estates, the major source of 


Surendra Sai 


their livelihoold. The Buxi enjoyed unconditional support 
of the Paik population and raised the standard of revolt 
against the British convoy. The disgruntled Khond militia 
of Khondmals also rendered support to Buxi against British 
forces. They attacked and destroyed different government 
establishments, especially treasuries and killed Lieutenant 
Faris. They found further support from the Raja of Kujang 
and occupied Puri on 12 April, 1817. However, the 
rebellion was mercilessly crushed by the superior British 
forces and with the surrender of Buxi Jagabandhu in 1825, 


it came to an end. 
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Surendra Sai, a direct descendant of Chouhan kings of 
Sambalpur, was a prominent claimant to the throne of 
Samablpur after the demise of Maharaj Sai in 1827. The 
British overlooked his claim and installed successively 
Rani Mohan Kumari and Narayan Singh on the throne, who 
were highly unpopular. Surendra Sai and his associates, the 
Gond Zamindars revolted. He resorted to frequent raids 
on British camps, fled to hilly tracts of western Orissa and 
harassed the British forces. However, the rebellion did not 
last long as it was undermined by the superior strategy 
and foresight of Major Impey who followed a policy of 
securing the goodwill of the people. Surendra Sai, the 
dauntless warrior, surrendered in 1862 and was detained 


in Hazaribagh jail. 


Khond uprisings took place under the leadership of Dora 
Bisoi and his nephew Chakara Bisoi in 1846 and 1855. The 
rebellion included tribals from Ghumsur, Chinakimedi, 
Paralakhemundi, Boudh, Kalahandi and Patna estates. The 
root causes of the rebellion included the imposition of new 
taxes by the government, suppression of the Meriah sacrifice 
and the convergence of zamindars and moneylenders in 
tribal areas. British forces led by Lieutenant Macpherson 
marched into Kandhamals in 1846 and burnt the houses 
of Kandhas. The Kandhas defied the British forces and 
harassed them resorting to guerrilla warfare. The situation 
became so desperate that the Madras government deputed 
a whole army under the command of General Dyce to 
control the situation. The Government of Bengal also 


cooperated with General Dyce to suppress the rebellion. 


The different mutinies were brutally quelled by ruthless 
British administrators with the help of superior strategy, 
arms, ammunition and trained soldiers. Yet the rulers were 
compelled to pay heed to the anguish of the conquered 
people. From the East India Company power was 
transferred to British Parliament and the crown in 1858 
and a number of administrative reforms were introduced 


during the subsequent years. 


Yet British administration neglected the Oriya people for 
most of the colonial rule. They had systematically destroyed 
a once self-sufficient booming economy, ruined the 
handlooms and handicrafts sector, put an end to maritime 
trade and commerce and inflicted a colossal loss on the 
life and property of any one who did not fall in line. They 
failed to appreciate the intrinsic worth and valour of valiant 
people and took no steps to improve infrastructure. The 
only road that connected Puri to Calcutta was unmetalled 
and unbridged; and the vast hinterlands of Balasore, 
Cuttack and Puri districts were flooded throughout the 
year. Acute lawlessness prevailed and a proud people were 


thoroughly subjugated and ruined. 


In the year 1866-67, a calamity of the severest magnitude 
the Na’anka Famine, hit Orissa. The disaster wiped 
out a million people, approximately one third of its 
population. Scanty rainfall in 1865 caused drought, 
which was compounded by the apathy and inertia of the 
administration. The faulty laissez faire policy, which was 
adopted by the Board of Revenue and the Lieutenant 
Governor, the callous, indifferent approach to the travails 
of the people on the part of the Commissioner, T. E. 
Ravenshaw, the faulty estimates of the food grains available 
and further requirement thereof resulted in widespread 


deprivation and death. 


The catastrophe is in fact unprecedented in terms of its 
severity and magnitude. An apathetic and inefficient 
administration was totally unprepared to face challenges 
posed by such a calamity. In the words of Dr. H. K. Mahtab, 
“Unfortunately this famine was not a visitation from above 
but a purely man-made famine and the then administration 


was solely responsible for it.” 


The famine is in fact a watershed in Orissa’s history. 
Sir Stafford Northcote, the Secretary of State for India, 
rightly observes, it is “a monument of failure of British 


policy and administration”. 
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The availability of foodstuff in 1865 
was quite inadequate owing to heavy 
exports to other regions. People 
were left to fend for themselves in 
the days of the terrible catastrophe 
and perished. 


Gouri Shankar Roy 
This colossal tragedy shook the 


conscience of British government 
and some welfare measures 
like the improvement of roads 
and waterways, excavation of 
canals, establishment of schools 


etc were initiated. The status of 


Cuttack Zilla School was raised 


Fakirmohan Senapati 


to a College in 1868. Renaissance was ushered in by the 
members of a new intelligentsia like 
Madhusudan Das, Gouri Shankar 
Roy, Fakir Mohan 
Radhanath Roy, 
Rao etc. Vernacular press was 
established. Periodicals like Utkal 


Senapati, 
Madhusudan 


Deepika, Balasore Sambad Bahika, 


Sambalpur Hitaisini etc. were 


Madhusudan Das 
published from Cuttack, Balasore 


and Sambalpur respectively. 


This severe catastrophe created a 
feeling of guilt in the minds of British 
and they sought to atone for the sins 
of apathy. Sir Northcote admitted 
that a “regrouping of the Oriya- 
speaking 


Radhanath Roy 


territory 
as a measure of reducing the 
danger of administrative neglect 
of a country regularly visited by 


natural calamities” was essential. 


Though no follow-up measures 


H.G. Cooke, 


Madhusudan Rao 


were adopted, 
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the Commissioner of Orissa 
Division, suggested addition of 
Sambalpur district and the princely 
states of Patna, Sonepur, Rairakhol, 
Bamra, Kalahandi and the whole of 


Ganjam district with Kimedi and 


Ghumsur with Odisha Division for 


John Beames 


better administration. A new awakening among the Oriya 
speaking people highlighting the glory of their language 
and culture was discernible in Balasore, which thwarted 
the retrograde designs of some Bengali intellectuals. The 
Government had to acknowledge the pre-eminence of 
Oriya language in 1872. Domiciled Bengali gentlemen 
like Radhanath Roy, Pyarimohan Acharya, Rama Shankar 
Ray, Raja Baikunthanath De espoused the Oriya cause and 
culture. British administrators like John Beames and T. E. 
Ravenshaw whole-heartedly accepted the distinctiveness 


of Oriya script and language. 


The Oriya movement gathered 
momentum in April 1902, when 
the Raja of Khallikote, Harihar 
Mardaraj 
meeting in his palace and advocated 


amalgamation of Orissan tracts. es 


Many Rajas and zamindars of 
Harihar Mardara} 


organized a public 


different areas of Odisha attended 

the meeting and formed Ganjam National Conference to 
promote the cause of Oriya people. In July 1902, a pan- 
Oriya Conference was held at Berhampur and leading 
intellectuals of Orissa like Madhusudan Das, Radhanath 
Roy, Fakir Mohan Senapati, A. P. Patra, Maharaja Sreeram 
Chandra Bhanjadeo attended the meeting. Another session 
of Conference was held in April 1903 wherein Syama 
Sundar Rajguru of Paralakhemundi presided. Ganjam 
National Conference was the pioneer in fostering Oriya 
nationalism and paved the way for the emergence of Utkal 


Union Conference. 
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Sambalpur had remained separate from Orissa since 1867 
alongwith the feudatory states of Patna, Kalahandi, Sonepur, 
Rairakhol and Bamra and formed a part of Central Province. 
In Dr. Grierson’s linguistic survey as well as in Government 
records the aforementioned territory was recognized as 
part of natural Orissa and Oriya was the spoken language 
in the district administration of Sambalpur. However, the 
Chief Commissioner of Central Province in a government 
notification ordered that Hindi would be the official 


language of Sambalpur in lieu of Oriya. 


Against such an arbitrary order of the Government the 
people of Sambalpur reacted sharply. Several protest 
meetings were held which were chronicled in Sambalpur 
Hitaishini. A memorandum signed by several thousand 
people was addressed to Lord Elgin, the Viceroy, and was 
submitted under the leadership of Dharanidhar Mishra. 
The language agitation of Sambalpur was also supported 
by Madhusudan Das and the Orissa Association of Cuttack. 
Madhusudan Das visited England in 1897 and persuaded 
British Parliamentarians to take a sympathetic view of the 
matter. An Oriya delegation consisting of Madan Mohan 
Mishra, Braja Mohan Patnaik, Mahant Bihari Das, Sripati 
Mishra and Balabhadra Supakar waited upon Andrew 
Fraser, the Chief Commissioner of Nagpur in July 1901 
for the early restoration of Oriya as official language. 
They also demanded transfer of Sambalpur to the Orissa 
Division. Lord Curzon, the Viceroy, took notice of this 
demand and instructed Andrew 
Fraser to undertake a field study. 
At his behest, Oriya was restored as 
the official language of Sambalpur 
with effect from 1 January, 1902. 
In fact, Lord Curzon contemplated 


unification of all the Oriya-speaking 


Lord Curzon 


tracts under a single administration. 
Though his proposal for the transfer of Ganjam and the 
Agency tracts could not materialize, on 16 April, 1905, 


Sambalpur and the adjoining five feudatory states of Patna, 


Kalahandi, Sonepur, Rairakhol and Bamra were transferred 
from Central Province to the Orissa Division on the basis 
of the Risley circular alongwith Bonai and Gangpur of 


Chhotnagpur Division. 


The Utkal Union Conference, an elite organization of 
ruling chiefs, zamindars and leading intellectuals of Orissa, 
was founded by Madhusudan Das in December 1903 at 
Cuttack, and spearheaded Oriya nationalism right from 
its inception, especially as regards the amalgamation of 
Orissan tracts. The leaders of Utkal Union Conference 
during the period 1903-1920 mainly adopted the Congress 
policy of ‘Prayer, Petition and Protest’ which was rendered 
infructuous in the creation of Bihar-Orissa province in 
1912. The British administration did not pay any heed to 
the long-standing demands of the 
Oriya-speaking people of Ganjam 
and the Agency tracts. The people 
felt deeply disillusioned and the 
new leadership of Gopabandhu Das 


and Jagabandhu Singh challenged 


Madhusudan’s policy of political 
the British 


Gopabandhu Das 


mendicancy before 
authorities and prevailed upon the Utkal Union Conference 
in its session at Chakradharpur in 1920-21 to plunge in the 


national mainstream of Congress movement. 


In pursuance to Para 246 of Montagu - Chelmsford 
Reforms, the Government of India appointed the Phillip— 
Duff Committee in 1924 to ascertain the views of Oriya- 
speaking people of Ganjam on amalgamation with the 
Orissa Province. The Committee tried to ascertain the 
views of the people and stated in its report that “there is 
a long-standing and deep-seated desire on the part of the 
educated Oriya classes of Oriya-speaking tracts of Madras 
for amalgamation of their tracts with Orissa under one 


administration.” 


Eschewing the policy of boycotting the Simon Commission, 


the leaders of Utkal Union Conference led by Braja 
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Sundar Das, the Raja of Kanika, 
Rajendra Bhanjadeo, 


Laxmidhar 


Narayan 
Mohanty etc. 
accorded a warm welcome to 


the Commission at Patna and 


drew its attention to the plight of 


C. R. Attlee 


Oriya people. Quite impressed, 


the Commission formed a sub-committee under 
C. R. Attlee to look into the grievances of Oriyas. The Sub- 
Committee recommended the formation of a separate 
province including the Orissa Division, Angul, Khariar, 
Ganjam and the Agency tracts. The Simon Commission 
also recommended setting up a Boundary Commission 
under a neutral chairman to demarcate the boundaries 
of the proposed province. Meanwhile, a Round Table 
Conference was convened in November 1930 and 
Paralakhemundi, 


Chandra 


the Raja of 
Sri Krushna Gajapati 
Narayan Deo representing Oriya 
people passionately pleaded there 
for the formation of a separate 
Oriya province and submitted a 


memorandum. The Government 


Sri Krushna Chandra 
Gajapati Narayan Deo 


responded favourably and 
appointed Samuel O’ Donnel as the Chairman of the 
Boundary Commission, the two other members being 
H. M. Mehta and T. R. Phookun. Sri K.C. Gajapati, 
Sachidananda Sinha and Narasingh Raju were co-opted as 
non-voting members. When the contents of the Committee 
were made public on 18 March, 1933, there was much 
discontent among Oriya people over the non-inclusion 
of Midnapur, Singhbhum, Phuljhar, Paralakhemundi and 
Jeypore. To lobby with the British Government, the Rajas 
of Paralakhemundi and Khallikote, Lingaraj Panigrahy, 
Bhubanananda Das and Shyam Sundar Gantayat proceeded 
to London and held a discussion with Sir Samuel Hoare, 
the Secretary of the State for India. It was decided that 
the Oriya-majority area of Ganjam district, Jeypore estate, 


a portion of the Paralakhemundi estate including the town 
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of Parlakhemundi would from part of the Oriya Province 
besides Orissa Division, Angul, Padampur and Khariar. 
The Constitution of Orissa Order — 1936 got approval of 
the King of Britain on 3 March, 1936 and the new province 
came into existence on 1 April, 1936 with Sir John Austin 
Hubback, L.C.S. as the Governor. In a solemn ceremony 
held at the Ravenshaw College Hall, Mr. Courtney Terrel, 
Chief Justice of Patna High Court administered the oath of 


office to Sir John Austin Hubback as Governor. 


After the Chakradharpur session of Utkal Union 
Conference (U.U.C), it was Congress not U.U.C. which 
held sway in the political scenario of Orissa. Some lawyers, 
students, government servants left 
their courts, schools, colleges and 
offices joined Congress in response 
to Mahatma Gandhi’s clarion call 
for non-cooperation. Initially, 
the Congress leaders laid upon 


establishment of National Schools, 


enrollment of members of Congress 


Mahatma Gandhi 


and collection of subscription for 

the Tilak Swaraj Fund. Gandhiji’s first visit to Orissa in 
the last week of March, 1921 gave further impetus to the 
movement. Extensive use of ‘khadar’ and ‘swadeshi’ goods 
alongwith the boycott of foreign clothes was propagated. 
52,000 members were enrolled in Utkal Pradesh Congress 
Committee (UPCC) from Orissa and 65,000 rupees 
were collected for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. The provincial 
government initiated a series of repressive measures 
to suppress the movement and hundreds of volunteers 
were arrested. However, after the 
Chaurichaura incident Gandhiji 
suspended the movement and a 
mood of general disillusionment 


crept in. 


The Congress Working Committee 
met at Sabarmati in February 1930 


and authorized Gandhiji to start 


Acharya Harihar Das 
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a Civil Disobedience movement. Gandhiji identified 
Salt Tax as “the most iniquitous of all from the poor 
man’s standpoint” and informed the Viceroy, Lord Irwin 
that he would proceed on 11 March 
“to disregard the provisions of the 
salt laws.” Utkal Pradesh Congress 
(upcc) 
the leadership of Gopabandhu 
Choudhury 


Committee under 


made effective 


arrangements to start a mass Civil 


Gopabandhu Choudhury 


Disobedience Movement. Gandhiji 
picked a lump of salt from the seashore of Dandi on 
6 April, 1930 and urged his fellow-countrymen to 
manufacture salt “wherever he wishes and whenever it is 
convenient.” The UPCC met at Balasore on 16 March, 1930 
and resolved to start Salt Satyagraha. Inchudi near Balasore 
was identified as the spot for launching of the Satyagraha. 
On 13 April, 1930 Acharya Harihar Das and six of his 
volunteers broke the salt law and were promptly arrested. 
A large number of volunteers from different parts broke 


the salt law in different places and got arrested. 


Taking a cue from the mass Civil Disobedience Movement, 
spontaneous popular movements in Garjat areas, often 
known as Praja Mandal Movements, gained momentum. 
People revolted against the feudal 
tyranny of the kings and zamindars 
and their overlord, the British 
masters. The long suppressed agony 
of the downtrodden found a sudden 
expression and people showed 


remarkable determination to secure 


Biswanath Das 


freedom from bondage. There were 

popular risings in Bamra, Talcher, Mayurbhanj, Dhenkanal, 
Athagarh, Tigiria, Baramba, Narasinghpur, Nayagarh, 
Nilagiri, Khorda and Dasapalla. The rulers with the aid and 
assistance from British forces tried to restore order taking 
recourse to brutality and oppression. The formidable 


agitations drew the attention of eminent persons like 


Rajendra Prasad, C. F. Andrews, Agatha Harrison, 
N. G. Ranga and Mahatma Gandhi, who intervened and 
advised the rulers to abjure repression and explore ways 


for a constitutional settlement. 


In the meantime, general 
elections were held in British 
Indian Provinces in 1937 in 
accordance with the provisions 


of the Government of India Act, 


1935 and Congress won 36 seats 


out of 60 in the said election in 


Nityananda Kanungo 


Orissa. Biswanath Das was elected as the leader of the 
Congress Legislature Party. Das insisted upon getting 
“all possible sympathy, co-operation and support” 
from the Governor, but finding no such assurance he 
declined to form a ministry. In such a contingency, the 
Governor, J. A. Hubback invited Maharaja Krushna 
Chandra Gajapati Narayan Deo to form a ministry. He 
administered the oath of office on 1 April, 1937 to 
K. C. Gajapati Narayan Deo as Prime Minister and 
Gorachand Pattnaik and Maulbi Latifur Rehman as 
Ministers. The interim ministry could not transact much 
business owing to persistent opposition from Congress 
and resigned on 13 July, 1937. The first Congress ministry 
was sworn in on 19 July, 1937 with Biswanath Das as the 
Prime Minister and Nityananda Kanungo and Bodhram 


Dube as two other ministers. 


The ministry took up constructive programmes like the 
uplift of Harijans, introduction of basic education and the 
enforcement of prohibition. But on the outbreak of the 
Second World War, the ministry 
resigned in November 1939 
obeying the instruction of the 


Congress High Command. 


The Congress renewed its demand 


for complete independence and 


launched individual Satyagraha 


Godavarish Mishra 
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campaigns. Meanwhile, some of the leaders tried to form a 
ministry to serve the cause of Orissa. On 29 November, 1941, 
a coalition ministry was formed with Maharaja Krushna 
Chandra Gajapati Narayan Deo as Prime Minister, Pandit 
Godavarish Mishra and Maulavi Abdus Sobhan Khan as 
Ministers. The ministry continued for two and a half years 
during the war and its most remarkable achievement was 


the establishment of Utkal University. 


As the Quit India movement began in August 1942, wide- 
spread popular agitations even in remote corners of Orissa 
were organised. As most of the leaders of Congress had 
been imprisoned, ordinary people protested fearlessly on 
their own and courted arrest. The British administration 
initiated severe reprisals and resorted to firings in several 
places. At Erum on 28 September, 1942, 29 people lost 
their lives and 55 people were injured by police firing 
under the orders of the D.S.P. Kunja Bihari Mohanty 
as they congregated at a meeting to protest against the 


administration. It reminds us of Jallianwalla Bagh Massacre. 


With the end of the Second World 
War in August, 1945, the Labour 
Party formed the Government in 
Great Britain under the leadership 
of Clement Attlee and the days 
of British regime in India were 


numbered. General elections were 


held in India in 1946 and Congress Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab 

won 47 seats out of 60 in Orissa and formed the ministry 
under the premiership of Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab on 
23 April, 1946. Sri Nabakrushna Choudhury, Pandit 
Lingaraj Mishra, Nityananda Kanungo and Radha Krishna 
Biswasroy were the other ministers in the cabinet. The 
amalgamation of the feudatory states with Odisha was the 


first and foremost challenge before the ministry. 


The Prime Minister of Orissa, Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab 
met the members of the Cabinet Mission on 6 April, 1946 


and strongly pleaded for the merger of the princely states 
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with Orissa. However, the rulers did not relish the idea and 
displayed a hostile attitude. They congregated at Alipur 
in July 1946 and resolved to form a Federal Union of 
Chhattisgarh and Orissan states. The premier of Orissa did 
not lose hope and met some of the rulers at Sambalpur and 
tried to convince them, but to no avail. There was persistent 
clamour from Prajamandals of different feudatory states 
for integration with the provincial government and serious 
law and order problems were witnessed in most of the 


princely states. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai 


Patel, the Deputy Prime Minister 


Meanwhile, 


of India decided to prevent the 
*Balkanisation of India’. The process 
of integration of princely states 


started from Nilgiri of Orissa where 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


the administration had virtually 
collapsed. As the princely ruler had proved incompetent, 
Sardar Patel permitted the Government of Orissa to take 
charge of the administration which was effected on 14th 
November 1947. TheStates’ ministry nowthoughtofsettling 
the problem of princely states in Orissa. At the instance of 
Dr. Mahtab, Sardar Patel decided to meet the princely 
rulers on 14 December, 1947 at Raj Bhavan, Cuttack. 


Sardar Patel, in a persuasive speech, outlined the growing 
discontent among the people which necessitated an 
immediate solution for ensuring the safety of the rulers 
and the people. He stated that “responsible Government 
in petty states had no meaning” and that “the states 
could not afford to have institutions like high court, 
hospitals, educational institutions and modern facilities.” 
He guaranteed the rulers the provisions of privy purse, 
dynastic succession, privileges and advised them to get rid 
of the disturbances in their states by divesting themselves of 
all power and authority. Eleven ‘A’ class rulers attended the 
meeting and after a thorough discussion with Sardar Patel 
as regards privileges, privy purse, etc. signed the merger 


agreement. 12 out of 15 ‘B’ and ‘C’ class rulers signed the 
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merger agreement on 15 December, 1947. In fact, 25 states 
except Mayurbhanj signed the merger agreement, which 
came into effect from 1 January, 1948. Being disillusioned 
with the inefficiency of the representative government, the 
Maharaja of Mayurbhanj signed the merger agreement on 
1 January, 1949. The bold determination and persistence 
of Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab as well as the tact, sagacity, 


vision and inherent strength of the Deputy Prime Minister, 


Sardar Patel brought about the merger of princely states 
with the province of Orissa in a peaceful manner. On 
amalgamation, Orissa gained a territory of 28,656 square 
miles and a population of 5 million people. The state was 
initially divided into 13 districts and subsequently, in the 
years 1992, 1993 and 1994, 17 more districts were formed 


under the dynamic and visionary leadership of the then 


Chief Minister, Biju Patnaik. 
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7 he name “Utkal” connotes excellence in arts (utkrusta 
kala iti). Utkal or Orissa is the microcosm of the rich 
cultural heritage of India. As Kabibar Radhanath Ray, the 
famous renaissance poet of Orissa, has rightly observed 
in his poem “Bharat Geetika,”: Bharat pankaj dalamidam 


utkalmandalm iti biditam yat. 


The splendour of Orissa’s glorious cultural heritage, 
embodied in its magnificent temples, exquisite sculpture, 
spell- 


binding dance forms, scintillating music, sublime poetry 


wonderful architecture, captivating paintings, 
and majestic handicrafts, has enthralled visitors through 
the ages. Orissa is a grand repository of the wonder that 
was India and embraces the denizens of different creeds, 
sects, countries, climes and religions, its motto being 


*Vasudhaiba kutumbakam’. 


Orissa’s contribution in establishing vital cultural links 
between northern and southern parts of the country is 
quite significant. Its culture has been shaped through the 
sojourns and discourses of many philosophers and seers 
of the country. Orissa’s regions possessed vital trade links 
with important commercial centres. Kalinga had acquired 
immense wealth through maritime trade by the 3rd 
century B.C. when Asoka conquered the land. In Sanskrit 
literature, the appellation ‘Kalingah sahasikah’ was given to 
the people of Kalinga owing to their maritime adventure 
and military prowess. Though Kalinga was defeated by 
Asoka, one lakh of its people were killed and one lakh fifty 
thousand people were taken as prisoners, Kalinga was far 
from being subdued. Its military might rose like a phoenix 
when Kalingadhipati Mahameghabahana Aira Kharavela 
vanquished the Magadhan King Vahasatimita twice and 
brought back the honoured seat of Kalinga Jina. In the 
words of the famous poet Laxmikanta Mahapatra : 

Utkala-suravara-darpita-geha 

areekula-sonita charchita deha 

bisva-bhumandal-kritavara-sneha 


Jjanani, janani, janani. 


(Thou home to the valiant heroes of Utkal, thy frame 
crimsoned with enemies’ blood, prime darling of the whole 


universe, O Mother! Mother! Mother!) 


The Jagannath cult manifests the integration of tribal 
culture with Oriya culture. As per prevalent tradition the 
primeval deity was first worshipped by the Savara chief, 
Viswavasu in a cave and was found by Vidyapati, the 
Brahmin minister of King Indradyumna through stratagem. 
Then deity was installed in a temple specifically erected 
by the King. From time immemorial the tribals have been 


closely associated with the cultural tradition of Odisha. 


Lord Jagannath symbolizes the cultural unity and identity 
of the people of Orissa. The cult of Jagannath synthesizes 
the major cultures of India. Lord Jagannath has been 
identified by Buddhists, 


Jains, Vaishnavas, Shaktas, 


Ganapatyas, especially tribals as their own Lord and as 


such has been readily accepted by the majority of people 
of India. 


It is quite obvious that Oriya language and culture stand 
upon the planks of Munda, Dravida and Aryan cultures. 
Owing to the close harmony among the Aryans and 
forest-dwellers the mother goddess worshipped by the 
tribal people was Aryanized and transformed into Shakti. 
Lord Jagannath is also being worshipped as Dakshina 


Kalika, the primordial goddess of the Hindu panthenon. 
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In the field of performing arts, tribal culture has provided 
the base or form upon which the superstructure of Odissi 


music, dance and drama rests. The impact of tribal dance 


may be discerned in dance forms ranging from Odi 
Dalkhai. 


The cultural unity of Orissa is nourished by “a variety of 
sub-cultures, racial and linguistic variations, which, on 
their part, spill over beyond the administrative boundaries 
of the State of Orissa”. It is rightly held by Pandit Nilakantha 
Dash that, “the Oriya language, although basically Aryan 


in origin, other substratum language fam: of Orissa, 
i.e. Dravidian and Munda (Astro-Asiatic) made significant 


contribution to its birth and growth”. 


Kalinga’s contribution to transforming Asoka from 


Chandasoka to Dharmasoka has been universally 
recognized. It also led him to do adequate penance by 
spreading Buddhism in neighbouring countries. Kalinga 
was an acknowledged centre of the Mahayana sect 
of Buddhism. Several monasteries served as centres 


of Jaina religion from the days of King Karakandu to 
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Mahameghavahan Aira Kharavela. It had a rich tradition of 
dance and music since the days of Kharavela as evidenced 


in the Hatigumpha inscription. 


Orissa’s culture had left glorious imprint on the culture 
of different countries of South East Asia, especially of 
Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Malayasia and Indonesia. 
It made a significant contribution to Indian culture in 
diverse fields ranging from art and architecture to dance 


and music. 


As per the testimony recorded in the Jaina Harivansa 
Purana, Mahavira preached Jainism in Kalinga in 6th 
century B.C., which continued as a major religion at least 
till 1st century, B.C. i.e. the end of Kharavela’s reign. There 
was a strong animosity between Magadha and Kalinga 
during the period as evidenced from the series of wars 
fought during the reigns of Mahapadmananda, Asoka and 
Kharavela. Jaina images are to be found at Akhandaleswar 
temple premises at Narasimhapur, at Hatadiha, at Ayodhya 


in Balasore district and at Khiching in Mayurbhanj district. 
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After the Kalinga war fought in 261 B.C., Buddhism spread 
widely in Orissa. The relics of the Mahayana form of 
Buddhism are found at Tosali, Viraja, Tamralipti, Chelitalo, 
Ratnagiri and Jayasrama Vihars. The Buddhist ruins at 
Ratnagiri, Udayagiri and Lalitagiri in Cuttack district reveal 
that monastic establishments started at least from 5th- 
6th century A.D. 


The Sailodbhava Kings of Odisha were not antagonistic 


towards Jainism. But it is believed that Sasanka of Gauda 
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during his brief reign in 
Orissa destroyed a number of 
Buddhist monuments. Many 
historians are of the view that 
the huge Sivalingam found in 
the Bhaskareswar temple at 
Bhubaneswar was an Asokan 


pillar, which indicates the 


severe antagonism between 
Saivas and Buddhists during Bhaskareswar Temple 

the period. The three Saiva temples of Boudh constructed 
by the Bhanja rulers of Bhauma period bear Tantrik 


influences. 


The twin temples of Gandharadi near Boudh constructed 
during the period of Bhanja rulers of Khinjali illustrate 
Orissan temple architecture of the Bhauma period. It is 
interesting that one of the temples is dedicated to Siva 
and the other to Nilamadhava, and owing to architectural 


similarities these may belong to the Bhauma period. 


Ratnagiri Entrance 


30 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Lord Jagannath Temple, Puri 
King Chodaganga Dev, though originally a Saiva, was 
inclined towards Vaishnavism and constructed Jagannath 


Temple at Puri. The famous temple built after 1135 A.D. 


by Anantavarman Chodagangadeva of the Ganga dynasty 


consists of four conjuncts 


.g. the vimana, the jagamohana, 
the natamandapa and the bhogamandapa. The vimana, 214’ 


8" in height is a curvilinear tower standing on a plinth 


while the jagamohan is a pancharatha pyramidal temple. 
The natamandapa is supported by arches on pillars and 
bhogamandapa is pyramidal and belongs to the triratha 
pattern. There are niches adorned with beautiful sculptures. 
The muktimandapa is a square-pillared hall. The temple is 


one of the greatest triumphs of human imagination. 


The Konark Temple which “shines forth through the world 
as a momentous creation of human endeavour,” offers a 
brilliant example of the magnificent temple architecture 
of Orissa. It was built by Narasingha Dev I between 1245 
to 1256 A.D. The ruined vimana and jagamohana stand 
on a plinth and are decorated with elaborate carvings. 


The noble edifice of jagamohana is pyramidal and has 


three tiers of pidhas and recesses are adorned by life-size 


statues of female artists with musical instruments. The 


natamandapa is refined, situated in front of jagamohana 


Sun Temple, Konark 
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alongwith the two gajasimha figures. It is decorated with 
beautiful carvings, lattice work, female dancers and carved 
pilasters. The sculptures depict scenes from mundane life, 
battle scenes and religious performances. They embody 


incredible excellence in sculpture. 


During 10th-15th Century A.D. the Jainas and the 
Buddhists have also constructed temples for worship. 
At Ratnagiri, a famous Buddhist pilgrimage centre in 
Cuttack district, a temple along with monasteries and stupas 
is found. The cultural impact of Hindu temple architecture 


on Saiva and Buddhist temples are manifest here. 


Stupas, viharas and chaityas, Buddha figures, Bodhisattva 
constitute the bulk of Buddhist remnants in the famous 
diamond triangle of Ratnagiri, Lalitagiri and Udayagiri. 


The marvellous monastery at Ratnagiri is the epitome of 


Kichakeshwari Temple, Khiching 


Buddhist 
Buddhist 


architecture. 

sculptures 
are found at Ayodhya, 
Bhubaneswar, Boudh, 
Kuruma, Jajpur, Banapur 
and Dhauli etc. The 
Kichakeswari temple at 


Khiching situated near 


Karanjia of Mayurbhanj 
district appears to be he ancient Bhima Deula, Mahendragirt 

a contemporary of Lingaraj Temple of Bhubaneswar. 
It is a pancharatha temple with ‘pagas’ fully developed and 


might have been completed during 9th-10th century A.D. 


Sarala Temple, Jhankada 


The construction of a large number of temples in different 
periods was undertaken under different Hindu dynasties 


who ruled Orissa for a long period of time and it has 


Khirachora Gopinath Temple, Remuna 
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Samaleswari Temple, Sambalpur 


been aptly observed in Struggle for Empire (Bharatiya 


Vidya Bhavan) that “from the 7th to 13th century A.D. 


innumerable temples were erected in Orissa and it has 


been rightly observed that there are perhaps more temples 


now in Orissa than in all the rest of Hindusthan put 


together.” Bhima Deula on the summit of Mahendragiri in 


Taratarini Temple, Purushotampur 


Gajapati, Neelamadhab Temple, Kantilo; Nrusinghanath 
Temple, Manikeswari Temple, Bhawanipatna; Sakhigopal 


Temple, Sakhigopal; Biraja Temple, Jajpur; Sarala 


Temple at Jhankada; Baladev Jew Temple at Kendrapara; 
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Cuttack Chandi Temple 


Mangala Temple, Kakatpur; Chandrasekhar Temple, 


Samaleswari Temple, Sambalpur; Bakra Temple, 
Huma; Gupteswar Temple, Jeypore; Taratarini Temple, 
Purusottampur; Mahurikalua Temple, Berhampur; Cuttack 
Chandi Temple, Cuttack; Tarini Temple, Ghatgaon; 
Akhandalamani Temple, Aradi; Dhabaleswar Temple, 
Kakhadi; Charchika Temple, Banki; Bhagabati Temple, 
Banpur; Chausathi Yogini Temples at Heerapur near 
Bhubaneswar and Ranipur- Jharial in Bolangir district; 


Ka 


leswar Temple at Charda near Binka; Simhanath 


Biraja Temple, Jajpur 


Temple near Baramba; Raghunath Temple, Odagaon; 


Ladubaba Temple, Sarankul; Birupaksha Temple, 


Chakapada and Bagdevi Temple, Kullad etc. are among 


important temples in Orissa. 
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Nrusinghanath Temple 


Cult images and decorative motifs are the two major 
categories which characterize Orissan temple sculpture. 
Cult images include the representation of gods and 


goddes: 


„ episodes from their lives and other religious 
themes explored in the different epics while decorative 
motifs comprised floral designs, representations of birds 


and beasts, erotic 


sculptures, themes from fables, stories 
and other secular literature, etc. Temple sculptures add 


greatly to the beauty, peace, and serenity of the temples. 


The art of dance has been an important component 
of Orissan culture from the earliest times. Bharata 
Muni in his Natya Shastra mentions Odra-magadhi 
style of dance. Dance has been an important motif and 


ornamentation in sculptures of Orissan monuments, from 


Harisankar Temple 


Khandagiri — Udayagiri rock-cut caves constructed in 1st 
Century B.C. to innumerable temple sculptures constructed 
throughout the centuries. Music and dance in their earliest 
forms have been depicted in Ranigumpha caves of Udayagiri 
and the figures of male and female dancers and musicians 
have been portrayed. Here two danseuses are seen dancing 
on a highly decorated pavilion accompanied with three 
female musicians playing different musical instruments. 
The pose of a danseuse has been identified with a pose and 
hair style peculiar to Odissi resembles the present-day hair 
style discernible in Odissi dance. Female dancers in typical 


Odis: 


dance poses especially chauka and alasakanya are 
carved in different temples like Parsurameswar, Vaital, 
Sisireswar, Mukteswar, Kapileswar, Rajarani, Brahmeswar, 


Lingaraj and Sri Jagannath temple. 


Upper Bagh Devi temple, Kullad 


Gupteswar Temple, Boipariguda 
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Chousathi Yogini Temple, Bimaleswar Temple, Huma, Sambalpur Manikeswari Temple, Bhavanipatana 
Hirapur, Bhubaneswar 


AAT 
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Bhairabi Temple, Mantridi, Berhampur 
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Tarini Temple, Ghatgaon Gandharadi Temple, Boudh 


Baladev Jew Temple, Kendrapara Vedavyas Temple, Rourkela 


ft THROUGH THE PRISM OF TIME Odisha and its Raj Bhavans | 37 


Culture of ODISHA 


| Me 


Fi 


Birupaksha Temple, Chakapada Mahima Gadi, Joranda 


A plethora of dancers in different poses and musicians The folk dances of Orissa are so lively and colourful that 
playing various instruments have been carved in the plinth, they enthrall everyone. They are quite simple in form and 
walls, parapet and roof of jagamohana and the plinth and composition but they often carry profound messages in 


pillars of the natamandapa of Konark Temple. myriad styles. 


Tribal Dance 
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Ghumura Dance, Kalahandi 
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Ranapa Dance, Ganjam 
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Animal Mask Dance, Bhanjanagar 
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Ghoda Nacha Daskathia 


All the female attendants entrusted with performing ritual 
services in Jagannath temple at Puri were known under the 
broad nomenclature of Maharis (Mahanaris), who were first 
introduced in the temple by Anantaverman Chodaganga 
Dev in 11th century A.D. According to an inscription in 
Brahmeswar temple several beautiful girls were dedicated 
to the Lord Brahmeswar by the mother 
of the king Udyot Keshari in whose reign 
the temple was constructed. The devadasi 
system was firmly established in the temple 
organization during the Ganga period. An 
inscription of Maharaja Prataprudra Dev 
reveals that the singing of Gita Govindam by 


devadasis before Lord Jagannath was to be 


Tribhangi 


scrupulously ensured every evening from ‘sanja dhupa to bara 
singhara’. The system flourished in the subsequent period 
till the 16th century, 
after which owing to 
Muslim invasions, lack 
of patronage and other 
factors, the practice was 
discontinued only to be 


revived in the early 19th 


century. 


Gotipua 


ies 


In the ‘Gotipua’ form of dance, dancing and singing activi 
were undertaken by male dancers in contrast to Mahari 
dance where singing and dancing by the same person was not 


allowed. 


Pala 


Modern day Odissi has been greatly influenced by the 


Gotipua tradition. 


Odissi, the oldest surviving dance form, is distinguished 
from other classical dance forms of the country by the 
Tribhangi concept of Hindu iconography and culture. 
It is a ‘lasya’ form of dance highlighting subtle movements, 
meaningful glances and sensuous poses of the dancer. 


Pulsating with life, it conforms in style to the canons of 


ancient shastras and many of its distinctive posi 


are 


preserved in temple sculptures. 


The high artistic level of Odissi dance was also maintained 


which 


ଥି, 


during the period of Mahayana Buddhism in Ori: 
held sway during the 6th and 7th centuries A.D. Dancing 
figures are found in a number of panels on the door frames 


of Lalitagiri, Udayagiri and Ratnagiri. 


The origin of Odissi music as well as of O: 


language can 
be traced back to 10th century A.D. Buddhist traditions, 
the advent of Vaishnavism 
and royal patronage and 
individual efforts are 
primarily instrumental in 


the growth of Odissi music 


throughout the centuries. 


The prevalence of music 


° 


in the 1st century A.D. 


are evidenced in the stone 
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carvings of Ranigumpha of 
Udayagiri caves where musical 
instruments like ‘veena’, 
*mridanga’, flute and cymbals 
were used by the musicians. 
With the evolution of temple 


architecture in Oriya in 6th- 


Jayadev 


7th century A.D. dancers and 
musicians emerged as important decorative elements in 
different temples. Odissi vocal music takes recourse to 
a definite structure of raga and tala and is a harmonious 
blend of different strains, quite distinct from Karnataki 


and Hindusthani system of music. 


The contribution of Odissi music to the popularization 
of Odissi dance is quite significant. The great Oriya poet 
Jayadev’s Sanskrit kavya Gita Govindam had a substantial 
impact on the tala and raga of subsequent Odissi music. 
Raga lakshanas were also outlined by him at the beginning 
of each composition, which were adopted by the lyricists 
and poets of the Reeti yuga of Oriya literature in varying 
degrees. Odissi music may be divided into different 


categories like classical, semi-classical, tribal, folk and light. 


In fact, the influence of Jayadev has been all-pervasive in 
the art and literature of Orissa throughout the centuries. 
The superb rhythm, enchanting music, romantic fervour 
and voluptuous imagery of Gita 
Govindam have influenced generations 
of Oriya poets and lyricists, especially 


the great Oriya poets of the Reeti 


Ld bb 


-“ yuga, like Upendra Bhanja, Baladev 
Upendra Bhanja 


Rath, Dinakrishna and 
Abhimanyu. Kavisurya Baladev Rath, in 
his magnum opus Kishore Chandrananda 
Champu seems to surpass the great master 
Jayadev in the treatment of the theme. The 


romance of Radha and Krishna has been 


Baladev Rath 


subtly portrayed and the characters and situations have 


been adroitly handled in a manner which is sublime. The 
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following extract from the celebrated champu illustrates 
this point: (Lalita, the confidante speaks to Radha, when 


she sees Krishna from a distance at her first tryst) 


Look Darling, at those eyebrows of His 
That wave like a black serpent. 

It is worth one’s whole existence to have a glimpse of such beauty. 
But lest, Darling, you should lose your balance 

In the mad desire for instant union with such beauty 

You had better steady yourself, 

Encircling me with your delicate arms 

And fixing firmly your lotus feet on the ground. 

Beautifier of this world as you are, mark, Darling. 

The unparalleled grace of His moon-like face 

With the paint of gorachana on His forehead, 


And the ever moving crown of peacock feather’s just above. 


(Translated by Dr. Mayadhar Mansingh from the first two stanzas of 
Kabisurya Baladeva Ratha’s famous Kishore Chandrananda Champu) 
(Bhangi Chahan) 


Sambalpuri Saree 


Orissa is famous for the exquisite handicraft and handloom 
products. The handloom products have been exported to 
far-off lands and the ingenuity and skill of Oriya artisans 
have brought laurels to the state and enriched it. The 
handloom textiles, silk products of Sambalpur, Sonepur, 
Boudh, Bomkai, Berhampur, 
Maniabandha, the fine silver 
of Cuttack, 
the wonderful appliqué work 
of Pipili, the brass and bell- 
metal works of Balakati and 


filigree works 


Belaguntha, the excellent 


patta-chitra of Raghurajpur, the 


Bomkai Saree 


horn works of Paralakhemundi 
and Cuttack, the stone-carvings of Bhubaneswar, Puri, 


Khiching and Lalitagiri have brought glory to Orissa. 
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The exquisite silk and 
handloom 
Odisha, 


the famous 


products of 
exemplified by 
Sambalpuri, 
Sonepuri and Bomkai and 
Brahmapuri sarees are quite 
# popular throughout India. 
The ikat tradition of Odisha 
‘4 involves “the intricate 
4 process of tye and dye, i.e. 
knotting selections of yarn 


before dipping them in 


separate colours one at a time and finally weaving them to 
produce one of the most delightful designs in multihued 
tones, in motifs drawn from the richness of nature, in 
threads in silken and gold.” The double ikat designs of 
Sambalpur, the gold embroidered ones from Sonepur and 
the Bomkai ikats drawn from the Shakti cult are justly 


famous. 


The progeny of the great sculptors who carved innumerable 
majestic monuments in the bygone era have kept alive the 
great stone-carving art, and they can build exact replicas 
of the temples even today along with a host of other items. 
They handle with felicity “the ultra-soft white soap stone 
or khadipathar as the slightly harder greenish chlorite 
or khadipathar and the still harder pinkish khandolite or 
sahanapathara or baulapathara or hardest of all, black granite 
or mugunipathara.” Craftsmen making stone carvings are 
concentrated in Tapanga, Bhubaneswar, Lalitagiri, Nilagiri 
and Khiching. Wood carvings, exemplified in different 
colourful wooden toys, painted masks and idols, are 


produced by artisans living in different parts of the state. 
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Odisha boasts of a famous tradition of painting since 
prehistoric times. The paintings on the walls of Khandagiri 
and Udayagiri hills, though vanished of late, find mention 
in the rock edict of king Kharavela. Odishan paintings 
cover a wide range of fields like murals, patta paintings, 


palm-leaf etching and modern paintings. 


Mural paintings, the bulk of which have disappeared, are 
found at Jagannath Temple at Puri, Buddha Vijaya and 
Kanchi Vijaya. The paintings might have been executed 
in 12th century A.D. In the Biranchi Narayan Temple of 
Buguda, scenes from the Ramayana and the Mahabharata 


have been painted on the outer walls. 
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Jayadeva, Chitra Kavya Bandhodaya of Upendra Bhanja, 
floral decorations, figures of birds and animals are found 
preserved in different places. The erstwhile rajas and 
zamindars of the princely states employed chitrakaras on 
hereditary basis, who continued this fine practice through 


generations. 


Further, the tradition of rural folk paintings has been kept 
alive till today by women-folk who paint their houses with 


chita and muruja on festive occasions like Lakshmi Puja 


and Dussehra. 


Patta Painting 
Patta paintings featuring aspects of the cult of Jagannath 
and legends associated with Rama and Krishna date back 
to 12th century A.D. The tradition has been kept alive by 


the famous painters of Raghurajpur near Puri. 


Paintings on playing cards known as ganjapa displaying 
scenes from Ramayana, Dasavatara and Krishna Leela 
offer examples of artistic ingenuity. In addition, palm-leaf 


etchings portraying scenes from Gita Govindam of 
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Odisha is famous for its unique cuisine. The Holy Trinity, 
Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra are 
offered Mahaprasad comprising 56 food items daily in six 
offerings like ghee rice, sweet dal, plain dal mixed with 
vegetables, mixed curries of different types, saga bhaja, 
khatta, porridge, etc. and the cuisine of Odisha has been 
influenced by these delicacies. In addition Pakhala (water- 
rice), dalma, paneer items, fish curries, rasogolla and 


various sweet-meats are also popular Odia dishes. 


Odia Thali 


The state of Odisha has a significant concentration of 
Scheduled Tribe population, the third highest in the 
country. The tribes of Odisha share many socio-cultural 
similarities and have remained beyond the pale of major 
historical cross-currents through the centuries. Though 
there are linguistic variations between the tribes, some 
common characteristics are manifest in the tribal culture of 
Odisha like lively folk songs and dances, art and craft, music 
and merry-making. Quite simple and unsophisticated, the 


tribal people of Odisha believe in intrinsic human values. 


— 


Rasogalla 
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Tribal Handicrafts and Costume 
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Tribal Ornaments and Costume 
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CHAPTER-III 


PURI 


Its Heritage and Raj Bhavan 


annath, “the Lord of the Universe,” is being 


I: 


worshipped at Puri, one of the foremost holy cities of 


India. The cult of Jagannath embodies a synthesis of 
diverse religions of India, from the tree worship of tribals 
to Buddhism, Jainism, Saktism, Surya Cult, the Ganapatya 
cult and Vaishnavism. Various traditions, legends, and 
folklore ascribe to the Lord a universal character. Brahma 
Purana, Skanda Purana, Narada Purana and Madala Panji 
etc. give accounts of the establishment of the temple at 


Srikshetra, Puri. 


The legend recounted in Purushottam Mahatmya of Skanda 
Purana and Deula Tola of Sisu Krishna Das describes 
the role of King Indradyumna of Malwa, his minister, 
Vidyapati, the Savara King Biswabasu and his daughter, 
Lalita in the construction of the temple at Purushottam 
kshetra and is too well-known to bear repetition. But the 
essential fact to be noted here is that Lord Jagannath was 
initially worshipped as a tribal god and was appropriated 
by the Aryans in a subsequent period. The first definite 
reference to the term ‘Purusha’ (Apurusham) is found in 
the Rig Veda. Ado-yaddaru plavate sindhopare — Apurusham 


tadarabhasva — Durhano tena-gaccha — parastram. 
This is explained by Sayanacharya as follows : 


“That wood which floats in the coast of the ocean, for 


that is no Purusha; you go to the next spiritual plane 
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(in the process of elevating yourself ). In the 15th chapter of 
Srimadbhagabat Gita, Purushottam is denoted as the ‘living 
phenomenal universe with its soul’ and in the 18th and 
19th verse of the chapter it is explained that ‘the highest 
Purusha is neither the ever-changing phenomenal universe 
nor the never-changing noumenal, one embedded in it in 


abstract.” 


In Anargharaghava (900 A.D.) the dramatist Murari refers 
to Purushottam as “of dark blue bodily colour resembling 
blue sapphire, residing on the shore of the salt ocean and 


sporting with Kamala”. 


Some scholars are of the view that originally, there were 
only two deities in the Puri temple, Purushottam and 
the goddess Lakshmi and the images of Subhadra and 
Balabhadra were later additions. The inscription of Rajaraja 
TIT and the play Anargharaghava clearly refer to the divine 
couple Purushottama and Lakshmi. The ‘Purushottama 
Mahatmya' in Skanda Purana also testifies to the presence 


of Lakshmi near Lord Jagannath. 


“Vamaparsva sthitam Lakshmim vamenalingya vahana 


Nagavalidalam baddham abadanam sriya sthitam”. 


Also in the same fifth chapter, “Subhadra is said to be 
Lakshmi herself who perpetually resides in the lotus of the 
heart of Vishnu, but who is represented here on the vedi as 


2 separate figure standing between Vishnu and the Sesa.” 


Further, Vidyapati returning from Utkala to Malwa, 
after having a darshan of Lord Purushottama on Niladri, 
describes the ‘Parents of the World’ (Jagatahpitaru) to king 


Indradyumna in the following words : 


“Vamaparsragata Lakshmir aslista padmapanina 


Vallakivadanapara bhagabanmukhalocana”. 


It has been argued that when the Holy Trinity was 
conceived, owing to local influence, Lakshmi was placed 


in a separate temple adjacent to the main temple. It is 
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also held that Lord Jagannath’s association with Saivism 


and Saktism is more intimate and that the role of Vimala 


is more important than that of Lakshmi as the rituals 
prevalent in the temple are mainly based on tantric rites 
whereas Lakshmi is Vaishnavite in conception. In Kalika 
Purana, Vimala is portrayed as the consort of Vasudev 


and according to Tantra Chudamani, the naval portion of 


Sati fell in Utkala and the name of the Devi is Vimala and 


Jagannath is Bhairava. 


“Utkal navidesastu viraja kshetramuchyate 


Vimala sa mahadevi Jagannatha stu Bhairavah” 


It is indisputable that Sri Jagannath is the focal point of the 


cultural synthesis characterising Odisha. King Indrabhuti, 


the founder of Vajrajana and the King of Uddiyana in the 
7th-8th century A.D. in his Jnanasiddhi offers obeisance to 
Sri Jagannath (Pranipatya Jagannath). While scholars like 
Alexander Cunningham, W.W. Wilson, James Fergusson, 
R.L. Mitra, N.N. Bose, H.K. Mahtab have discovered 
Buddhist influence on Lord Jagannath, researchers like 
Binayak Mishra, Kedarnath Mahapatra, Nilakantha Das 
etc. have traced Jaina influence on Jagannath culture. 
Further, scholars like Peterson, Manamohan Ganguly, 
Surya Narayan Dash etc. have identified Jagannath as a 
Brahmanical deity. Sri Jagannath is held as Sri Krishna 
by the authors of Brahma Purana, Skanda Purana, the 


copperplate inscription of Rajaraja Dev (1198 A.D.), 


Sri Krishna Lilamrita of the poet Nityananda, Musali Parva of 
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Sarala Mahabharat, ‘Sunya Samhita of Achyutananda, Gopa 
Keli of Narasingha Sena, Rahasya Manjari of Deva Durlabha 
Das. Sri Jagannath is also identified as Shiva, as Shakti, as 
Nrusimha, as Rama, as Ganapati, as Buddha and as Jesus. 
Jagannath cult is viewed as the synthesis of all religious 
tenets embodying ‘Sarvadharma Samanwaya’. Consequently, 
the unique cult of Jagannath is regarded as the religion of 


the masses, ‘gana dharma’, throughout the country. 


Efforts have been made by the scholars to unravel the 
mystery associated with Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra 
and Devi Subhadra, but no satisfactory solution has been 
found. The Holy Trinity have been regarded as an enigma 
by most of the historians and scholars. But devotees in 
multitudes flock to Puri to find peace and solace through a 
mere glimpse of the Chakadola and pour out their devotion 
and agonies in hymns, songs and silent prayers. The temple 
of the Holy Trinity has been visited by the great saints 
like Shankara, Ramanuja, Ramananda, Nanak, Kavir and 
Chaitanya and they have contributed significantly to the 


unique fervour and catholicity of the cult. 


Puri is not only famous as a sacred centre of pilgrimage, its 
benefic soothing climate and its vibrant beach of golden 


sands draw innumerable tourists from all parts of the globe 


round the year. Puri was acclaimed as a great reli; 


ous 
centre during the reign of the Suryavamsi kings of Odisha, 
who considered themselves as the foremost servants of the 
Lord and offered large donations to the temple. After the 
downfall of the Gajapati kings, successive rulers of different 
Hindu dynasties including Marathas tried to preserve the 
great tradition with utmost devotion. But after the British 
conquest of Odisha in 1803 foreign rulers could not 
appreciate the religious sentiments of the great majority 
of people and imposed pilgrim tax on the visitors to Puri, 
which caused widespread resentment. Raja Mukund Dev II, 
the king of Khurdha, who was a minor at that time, was 
easily defeated by the British and imprisoned at Barabati 
Fort in Cuttack. Till the shifting of the headquarters to 


Cuttack in 1816, Puri remained the centre of British 
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administration in Odisha. In 1828, three districts of British 
Odisha were created, namely Puri, Cuttack and Balasore and 


W. Wilkinson functioned as the first Collector of Puri. 


A separate province of Bihar-Odisha was carved out in 
1912 and Patna was selected as the capital of the province. 
However, in order to escape the terrible heat of Patna 
in summer season, Puri was chosen as the Governor's 
residence during the summer days. The construction of the 
Government House at an initial sanctioned cost of 50,578 
was started at Balukhand Government Estate of Puri in 
October 1913 and was completed in the next year with 
a total outlay of 64,359. After the necessary furnishings 
the Government House served as the summer retreat of 
the Governors of Bihar and Odisha, who stayed there in 


different spells during the summer season. 


After the formation of the separate 
province of Odisha on 1st April, 1936, 
the Governor, Sir John Austen Hubback 
opted for Puri as his headquarters and 


Government House, Puri served as the 


residence of the Governor. Necessary 


remodelling and expansion of the House Tera prio 
along with requisite electrical and sanitary installations were 
carried out and a garden was created in the premises. The 
Viceroy of India, Lord Linlithgow visited Puri in 1939 and was 


the guest of the Governor. 


All major decisions relating to administration of the newly 
formed province were taken in the Government House. 
In the absence of an elected body, the province was 
directly administered by the Governor and an Advisory 
Council consisting of twenty prominent members of the 
province advised the Governor in regard to the routine 


administration of the province. 


General elections under a limited franchise took place in 
January 1937 and the Congress party having a majority 


was invited by the Governor to form a council of ministers. 
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However, as no assurance was received from the Governor 
not to interfere in the administration of the state using 
his special powers, Congress declined to form a ministry 
and the Governor invited Maharaja of Paralakhemundi, 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayana Deo for the purpose. 
The Maharaja took the oath of office on 1st April, 1937 but 
the minority ministry had to resign owing to the certainty 
of defeat on the floor of Assembly. Later, a Council of 
Ministers under the premiership of Biswanath Das of 
Congress took oath on 19th July, 1937 and the first session 
of the Assembly was held in the Ravenshaw College Hall, 
Cuttack on 28th July, 1937. 


As Governor of Odisha, Sir J.A. 
Hubback made extensive tours in 
Odisha from Jeypore to Baripada and 
visited the possible sites for the capital 
at Rangeilunda and Khurdha. In May 


1938, a constitutional crisis occurred 


J.A. Hubback 


when the Governor decided to proceed 
on leave to England and the British Government asked the 
Commissioner, John Dain to remain as acting Governor. The 
Prime Minister, Biswanath Das took a bold stand, refusing 
to function under a government official who worked under 
the control of the provincial government and threatened to 
resign. In the circumstances, the Governor had no option 
but to cancel his leave and a serious constitutional crisis 


was thus avoided. 


When World War II broke out in September 1939, the Viceroy, 
without consulting the major political party, Congress 
decided that India would join the Allied Powers against the 
Axis in the war. In keeping with the decision of the Congress 
party, Sri Biswanath Das resigned in protest and the Governor 
assumed the powers of administration of the province on 6th 
November, 1939. He vacated the office on 31st March, 1941 


and was succeeded by Sir Hawthorne Lewis. 


Sir Lewis was accommodated in Government House, Puri 


for more than a year but owing to difficulties in frequent 


sojourns to Cuttack, where the capital of the province 
functioned, he decided to shift his residence from Puri to 
Cuttack. The important decision taken by Sir Lewis was to 
end the suspended animation of the Assembly and form 
a coalition ministry. He administered oath to Maharaja 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati as the Prime Minister and to 
Pandit Godavarish Mishra and Maulana Abdus Sobhan 


Khan as two other ministers on 24th November, 1941. 


As regular threats were received regarding probable 
Japanese attack on the coastal districts of Odisha, the 
Government took the decision to shift the important offices 
to Sambalpur from Cuttack in April 1942. Even the personal 
effects, office records and furniture of the Governor were 
sent to Sambalpur from Puri. The Governor toured the 
entire province and tried to assuage the apprehensions of 
the public. As the threat of the Japanese attack receded, 
government offices once again moved back to Cuttack 


from Sambalpur. 


After shifting of Governor's residence 
to Cuttack in 1942, the Government 
House, Puri continued as the summer |} 
resort of the Governors. Lord 


Mountbatten, the last Viceroy of India 


visited Government House in 1948 and 


Lord Mountbatten 


was quite impressed with the splendid 


beauty and intrinsic charm of the Puri beach. 


The urn containing a portion of the ashes of Mahatma 
Gandhi was kept in the chapel of the Government House 
from January to June 1948 after the bulk of the ashes 
received in Odisha were immersed in the sea in the 


presence of the Governor, Dr. Kailash Nath Katju. 


The charming Government House, Puri, rechristened as 
Raj Bhavan, Puri after independence, stands on an area 
of 21.3 acres at present and comprises eleven suites, 
a kitchen, a dining hall, an office room, a reception hall, 


a spacious verandah and beautiful gardens. 
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H.E Shri C. Rajgopalchari, Governor General of India with H.E President Dr. Rajendra Prasad comes out of 
H.E Governor M. Asaf Ali and Dr. H.K. Mahtab at a party given in his honour Lord Jagannath Temple at Puri 
at Puri on 1.12.1949 


pS 


i el 


H.E President Dr. Rajendra Prasad visits Sun Temple, Konark H.E President, Dr. Rajendra Prasad addresses the citizens of Puri, 
at the Civic Reception accorded to him, at Puri on 15.11.1951. 
Shri Nabakrushna Choudhuri is seated on his right 


H.E President Dr. Rajendra Prasad places a wreath on the ‘samadhi’ of Mahatma Gandhi at Gandhi Ghat in Puri, during his visit to Puri on 15.11. 1951. 
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HE. President Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil with Hon'ble President Shri Pranab Mukherjee at Puri Raj Bhavan 
H.E. Governor Shri M.C. Bhandare and Gajapati Maharaja of Puri with Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C Jamir 


; ' | 


Gajapati Maharaja of Puri with Hon'ble President at Puri Raj Bhavan 


Governor and First Lady with Hon'ble President at Raj Bhavan Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi v 


n 


its Lord Jagannath Temple, Puri 
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Raj Bhavan, Puri 
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Frontal view 
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Inside view of a suite 
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CUTTACK 
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Lalbagh palace, the erstwhile Raj Bhavan 


/ he millennium town, Cuttack occupies a prominent 


place in the socio-political and economic life of Odisha 


It was established in 989 A.D. by king Nrupa Keshari 
and was originally planned to be a fort. The town, which 
is situated on a delta formed by rivers Mahanadi and 
Kathajodi, has expanded over the years. A stone revetment 
was built during the regime of king Markat Keshari on the 


left bank of river Kathajodi to protect the city from floods. 


Anantavarman Chodaganga Dev of Eastern Ganga dynasty 
defeated the last Somavamsi King, Karnadeva and occupied 
Odisha in 1110 A.D. and transferred his capital from 
Kalinga Nagar (Mukhalingam) situated near Srikakulam 
in the modern Andhra Pradesh to Abhinaba Bidanasi 
Cuttack. After the fall of Bhanudev IV of the Eastern Ganga 
dynasty, Kapilendra Dev, the founder of the Suryavamsi 
dynasty ascended the throne in 1435 A.D. He was followed 
by illustrious kings like Purusottam Dev, Prataparudra 


Dev. Govinda Vidyadhar, a general of king Prataparudra 


Dev, murdered the minor sons of the king and ascended 
the throne on 1542 A.D. The Bhoi dynasty continued till 
1560 A.D. when Mukunda Dev of the Chalukya dynasty 
occupied the throne eliminating his rivals. Mukunda Dev 
built a nine-storeyed building in the precincts of Barabati 
Fort. He was killed in the year 1568 A.D. while fighting the 
forces of Suleman Karrani, the Sultan of Bengal. The town 
of Cuttack was occupied by the Mughals in 1592 A.D., by 
the Marathas in 1751 A.D and by the British in 1803 A.D. 


After British occupation, Colonel Harcourt and Melville 
were appointed as Special Commissioners in 1803 A.D. 
and were stationed at Cuttack. The office of the Special 
Commissioner was abolished in 1805 A.D. and Puri 
was selected as the headquarters of Odisha for a while. 
However, from 1816 A.D. onwards, Cuttack remained 
the headquarters of Odisha and continued as such 
throughout British rule. Robert Ker was appointed the 


First Commissioner of Odisha Division in 1818 A.D. 


gE Disremi hago get co 


Three districts, Puri, Cuttack and Balasore were created in 
1828 A.D. and Cuttack continued as the centre of British 


administration in Odisha. 


Situated on the bank of the Kathajodi the Lalbagh palace at 
Cuttack was constructed by the Mughal Subedar of Odisha, 
Mutaqid Khan Mirza between 1632 A.D.-1642 A.D. as a 
resthouse and a memorial. A trader of English East India 
Company, William Bruton had seen of this building under 
construction. This building was also mentioned in Golam 
Hossain Salim’s Parsi History “Riatu Salati” in 1741 A.D. 
In 1766 A.D. Thomas Motte, an English traveller, observed, 
“It was a gigantic building of many rooms constructed 
on the style of Morisco but it lies neglected without 
repairing.” Mughal Subedars stayed in Lalbagh palace till 
1751 A.D. and Subedars of Nagpur Bhonsle here resided 
from 1751 A.D. to 1803 A.D. The English traveller Lecki 
wrote, “The king's palace Lalbagh is situated on the banks 


of the Kathajodi and it is surrounded from all sides by high 


Ravenshaw Collegiate School where Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
Utkal Gouray Madhusudan Das studied 


rising stone walls with more than one gate.” Secretary to 
Commissioner of the Cuttack, Andrew Sterling, wrote in 
1822 A.D. “Moghul and Marahatta Subedars always stayed 
in Lalbagh situated near the Kathajodi” 


The British occupied Lalbagh in 1803 
A.D. It was apparently leased out but 
the Government sold it in January 


1862 A.D. when it again came into its 


possession. The purchaser sold the 


ob 


T.E. Ravenshaw 


entire land including the building in 
1863 A.D. for an amount of ?15,000/- 
to the East India Company. Lalbagh again came into the 
possession of the Government after the irrigation unit 
of the Government took it over from the Company. 
The Commissioners and higher officials stayed here from 
1868 A.D. to 1939 A.D. The names of Mr. T.E. Ravenshaw 
(1868 A.D.) among the Commissioners and eminent 
historian and President of Lucknow Session (1899 A.D.) 
of Indian National Congress, R.C. Dutta (1896 A.D.) have 
been specially mentioned in the plaque. In a letter written 
to his daughter in 1897 A.D. R.C. Dutta described the 
building as an ideal Commissioner's 

Residence situated in a very good 

environment. In 1941 A.D. the Prime 


Minister of Odisha, Maharaja Krushna 
® 
` 


Chandra Gajapati Narayan Deo stayed 
here. It also served as the residence of ys 


the following Governors of Odisha : Ramesh Chandra Dutta 


pais tri 
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Sir John Austen Hubback 


01-April-1936 
to 10-August-1938 
and 08-December-1938 
to 31-March-1941 


Sir Hawthorne Lewis 


01-April-1941 
to 31-March-1946 
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Sir Chandulal 
Madhavlal Trivedi 


01-April-1946 
to 14 August-1947 


Dr. Kailash Nath Katju M. Asaf Ali 
15-August-1947 21-June-1948 
to 20-June-1948 to 05-May-1951 
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V.P. Menon (Acting) 


06-May-1951 
to 17-July-1951 


Saiyid Fazal Ali 


07-June-1952 
to 09-February-1954 


P. S. Kkumaraswamy Raja 


10-February-1954 to 
11-September-1956 


Bhimsen Sachar Yeshwant Narayan Sukthankar 
12-September-1956 31-July-1957 to 
to 31-July-1957 15-September-1962 
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Important Events 
at Lalbagh Palace, Cuttack and Outside 


Raj Bhavan, Cuttack (1947) Lalbagh Palace Dr. H.K. Mahtab with Sardar Patel and Maniben Patel at Raj Bhavan, Cuttack 


H.E Sir C.M. Trivedi with football teams. Members of the Treasury and H.E. Governor Dr. K.N. Katju with 
Opposition benches of the Assembly played a friendly football match at Police field, Cuttack Shri Nabakrushna Choudhuri 
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H.E. Governor M. Asaf Ali and Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab H.E. Governor M. Asaf Ali with Dr. H.K. Mahtab and others 
receiving Shri C. Rajgopalchari 


Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Jawaharlal Nehru with Dinner Party in honour of Mr. U.Nu, 
H.E. Governor Shri Bhimsen Sachar at Raj Bhavan (13.02.1957) former Prime Minister of Burma at Raj Bhavan 


Hon'ble Prime Minister Pandit Nehru with child artists at Raj Bhavan Hon'ble Prime Minister Pandit Nehru given warm welcome by H.E. Governor 
Shri Sachar and Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. Mahtab at Bhubaneswar Airfield 
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Union Defence Minister Dr. K.N. Katju is being greeted by Hon'ble Chief Minister Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. Mahtab with H.E Governor Shri Sachar 
Dr. Mahtab while H.E. Governor Shri Sachar looks on 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. Mahtab receives Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru having discussion with Shri Gulzarilal Nanda, 
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru at Jamadarpali Airstrip, Hirakud H.E Governor Shri Sachar and Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. Mahtab 


Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru addresses a Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru pressing the button 
public gathering at Hirakud of the Sluice Gate of Hirakud Dam 
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Netaji's Birth Place, Odia Bazar, Cuttack 


NE ge 
Baliyatra, Cuttack 
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BHUBANESWAR 


~hubaneswar, the capital city of Odisha was originally 
Known as Tribhubaneswar and has hoary history of 
around two thousand six hundred years. It is generally 
believed, after excavations carried out in the year 
1947 by Archaeological Survey of India, that a glorious 
civilization existed at Sishupalgarh prior to Asokan reign. 
The ancient Kalinga kingdom with its capital, Toshali (the 
present-day Sishupalagarh) was quite prosperous when 
Mahapadmananda, the king of Magadha invaded it and 
took away the sacred Jinasana as the emblem of victory. 
Later, Kalinga was invaded by the Magadhan king Asoka 
and was defeated with terrible consequences. The king 
Mahameghabahana Aira Kharavela of Chedi Dynasty 
vanquished the king of Magadha and brought back the 
Jinasana during the 12th year of his reign as has been 
chronicled in the famous Hatigumpha inscription. He 


fortified the ancient capital of Toshali and ruled there. 
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Ranigumpha 


After the decline of the Chedi Dynasty, there is much 
obscurity as regards the subsequent fate of the Kalingan 


empire till the advent of the Kushanas. 


The head of an elephant carved on the uppermost portion of 
the rock of Asokan edict at Dhauli is quite distinctive. Most 
of the rock-cut caves found in Khandagiri and Udayagiri 
hills were constructed during the reign of Kharavela for Jain 


ascetics. Though unassuming and utilitarian, some of the 
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caves like Rani Gumpha and Ganesh Gumpha display artistic 
grandeur, where sculptures of male and female dancers and 


singers along with floral designs and elephants are seen. 


Dhauli Shantistupa 


Inancient days, Bhubaneswar was known by several names: 
Toshali, Ekamra Kshetra, Mandira Malini, Tribhubaneswar 
etc. It was a famous “Saiva Pitha” in ancient times. Sasanka, 
the king of Gouda attacked Kangoda in 620 AD and held 
sway over Utkala, Kalinga and Kangoda. As he was a great 
patron of Saivism and an arch enemy of Buddhism, many 
Saiva temples were constructed under his patronage. 
The temple of Tribhubaneswar was constructed by him 
at Ekamra Kshetra as per the testimony of Kapil Samhita, 
the Swarnadri Mahodaya and the Ekamra Purana and the 


place was called Bhubaneswar after the deity. 


Different dynasties like Sailodbhavas (575-736 AD), 
the Bhaumakaras (736 - 949 AD), the Somavamsis 
(949-1112 AD), the Gangavamsis (1112 — 1415 AD) and 
the Suryavamsis (1435-1568 AD) successively ruled over 


Kalinga and Bhubaneswar. After the decline of Suryavamsi 
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kings the nomenclature of Kalinga was gradually replaced by 
the name Odisha and Bhubaneswar continued to attract the 
attention of pilgrims and Odia people as a sacred centre of 


Saivism and Vaishnavism. 


Temple architecture in Odisha acquired a distinct style and 
significance during the rule of the Somavamsi kings as the 
pancharatha plan, square-shaped jagamohana and the form 
of rekhadeula came to be adopted. The kings belonging 
to Sailodbhava and Bhaumakar dynasties were Saivites 
and great patrons of Hindu temples. In fact, the earliest 
temples in India were constructed under the patronage of 
Sailodbhava kings and during their reign the Kalinga type of 
architecture flourished. From 6th 
to 16th century A.D., the ‘sikhara’ 
type is the dominant theme along 
with the ‘pagas’ or pilasters. The 
monuments of the Sailodbhava ¢ 
period (650-750 A.D.) broadly 
adopt tri-ratha types, in which 
the fully decorated pilasters, one 


central (raha-paga) and two corner 


ones (kanikapaga), alternate with Parsurameswar Temple 

reserved interspaces.’ The crowning members of ‘sikhara’ of 
these temples are distinguished by an “amalaka, a kalasa and 
alingam, but not an ayudhaas inlater temples.” Parsurameswar 
is the earliest of the Sailodbhava temples which is well- 
preserved till now. Sisireswar temple constructed during the 
period of Bhaumakara Kings illustrates innovations in the 


pagas of vimana and jagamohana. 


A contemporary of Sisireswar Temple, the Vaital Temple 
(775 A.D.), does not conform to the dominant Odishantype, 
but to a Buddhist chaitya 
hall. Both Sisireswar and 
Vaital temples have figures 
of Nataraja, the dancing 


Siva, on the uppermost 


part of its facade and near 


Vaital Temple 


dwarapala respectively. 
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“The finials on the roof of the Vaital temple, however, 
unlike those of the rathas, consist of amalakas, kalasas and 
ayudhas (trisulas) which are the usual crowning members 
of all Bhubaneswar temples, but its elongated and vaulted 
roof is suggestive of the ratha architecture of the south.” The 
sikhara temple did not have a firm footing at Bhubaneswar 
when the Vaital came into existence and its builders were 
surely aware of the type as is 
proved by the existence of four 
miniature sikhara temples on the 
four corners of its jagamohana. It 
is generally held that the colossal 
lingam of Bhaskareswar temple, 
12ft in height is a remnant of 
an Asokan pillar subsequently 


grafted to the Shakti. Bhaskareswar Temple 


The Mukteswar Temple at Bhubaneswar aptly described 
by M.M. Ganguly as a ‘dream realized in sand stone’ 
exemplifies distinct Odishan architecture in rekhadeula 
form. Mukteswar Temple is elegantly decorated and has a 
marvellous torana in front. Rajarani Temple, the name being 


derived from “a very fine-grained yellowish sand stone 


I J 


Mukteswar Temple 


called Rajarani” is in fact a non-existent Siva shrine known 
as Indreswar. It has a “magnificent wealth of sculptures” 
and the “guardian deities are the most glamorous.” Words 
fail to describe the beauty and majesty of the temple, an 


enchanting poem carved in stone. 
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Constructed in the reign of Jajati Keshari during 
1025-1040 A.D. Lingaraj Temple has been rightly 
described as “one of the best archaeological monuments of 
the East”. Rising to a height of one hundred and eighty feet 
and dominating the entire land space within an area of ten 
miles,” this great temple represents the quintessence of the 


Kalinga type of architecture and the culminating result of 


the architectural activities at Bhubaneswar.” 


Lingaraj Temple 


The canons of the Kalinga type architecture have been fully 
applied in Brahmeswar temple, constructed in 1060 A.D. 
wherein iron beams have been used. It has five pilasters and 
bears evidence of mature craftsmanship. Ananta Vasudev 
Temple (1278 A.D.) is a saptaratha temple having a three- 
chambered frontal adjunct consisting of the jagamohana, 
the natamandira and the bhogamandapa. The images of Lord 
Jagannath, Balabhadra, Subhadra and Lakshmi have been 


carved in stone. 


Brahmeswar Temple 
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During the rule of the imperial Gangas, the significant 
addition of the plinth to the temples is quite remarkable. The 
raised platform ensured greater height of the temple. Further, 
two more chambers, natamandapa or the dancing hall and 
bhogamandapa or the offering hall were added to the main 
temple. These additions are discernible in Lingaraj Temple 
and Ananta Vasudev Temple at Bhubaneswar and Jagannath 
Temple at Puri. However, the existing Konark Temple has 


only the natamandapa detached from the main temple. 


After the fall of King Mukunda Dev in the Battle of 
Gohiratikiri in the year 1568 A.D. successive Muslim, Mughal, 
Maratha rulers and the British governed Odisha. However, 
Bhubaneswar continued to retain its glory as an eminent ‘Saiva 


Kshetra’ and attracted lakhs of pilgrims through the years. 


The question of a new capital for Odisha had engaged the 
attention of British bureaucrats right since the formation of 
Odisha as a separate province. In 1936, a team of experts 
headed by F.T. Jones suggested Rangeilunda of Ganjam 
district for the purpose. However, the proposal did not find a 
favourable response and a separate committee with J.R. Dien 
as its Chairman was formed to prepare a feasibility report. The 
committee suggested four places, namely Cuttack, Baranga, 
Choudwar and Puri. On 24 September, 1937, the Odisha 
Legislative Assembly resolved that the capital would be built 
at Cuttack-Choudwar. Owing to the lack of a bridge over river 


Mahanadi and the apprehension of the constraint of space, 


this proposal did not materialize. 


The post-war reconstruction committee recommended 
Bhubaneswar as the site for capital, which was also 
recommended by the Public Works Department of 
Government of Odisha and there was a tussle over the choice 
of the site of the capital. The Prime Minister of Odisha, 
Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab decided in favour of Bhubaneswar as 
it had the advantages of a long history, availability of adequate 
space, a rocky terrain and an aerodrome. On 13 September, 
1946, the Odisha Legislative Assembly passed a resolution for 
the construction of the new capital at Bhubaneswar and on 
30 April, 1948 the foundation of the new capital was laid by 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime Minister of India. 


Dr. Otto Konigsberger prepared the master plan of 
the new capital and the administrative complex and 
other neighbourhood units were distinctly earmarked. 
The Raj Bhavan of Odisha was earmarked to be situated 
on ‘Bhalu Mundia’ of Unit-VIII. The design was carefully 
prepared by the architect Julius Vaz and the foundation stone 
was laid by the Chief Minister of Odisha, Dr. Harekrushna 
Mahtab on 1 January, 1958. The Chief Engineer, Sri 
K.K. Kartha, Superintending Engineer, Sri S. Behera and 
Sri S.R. Padhi, Executive Engineer, Sri Mumtaz Ali 
supervised the construction work executed by Sri B.P. 
Nanda. The construction of the building was completed on 
31 March, 1960. After Raj Bhavan was properly furnished, 
Sri Y.N. Sukthankar, the 11th Governor of Odisha, 
occupied it. It has been the official accommodation of 


successive Governors of Odisha till date. 
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Important Events in Raj Bhavan 
Bhubaneswar and Outside 


Shri Y. N. Sukthankar sworn in as Governor H.E. Governor Shri Sukthankar with 
by Chief Justice R.L. Narasimham (31.07.1957) H.E. Vice President Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 


H.E. Governor Shri Sukthankar administers oath to 
Shri Biju Patnaik as Chief Minister (23.06.1961) 


Swearing in of Shri Rajendra Narayan Singh Deo 


HE. Governor Shri A.N. Khosla administers oath to 
as Chief Minister by H.E. Governor Shri A. N. Khosla (08.03.1967) 


Shri Biren Mitra as Chief Minister (02.10.1963) 
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Swearing in of Shri Biswanth Das as Chief Minister 
by H.E. Governor Dr. S.S. Ansari (03.04.1971) 


H.E. Governor Shri B.D. Jatti administers oath to H.E. Governor Justice Shri Shiva Narayin Sankar 
Smt. Nandini Satapathy as Chief Minister (06.03.1974) administers oath to Shri Binayak Acharya as Chief Minister (29.12.1974) 
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Shri Harcharan Singh Brar takes oath as Governor (07.02.1977) 


H.E. Governor Shri Harcharan Singh Brar administers oath to 
Shri Nilamani Routray as Chief Minister (26.06.1977) 
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Shri Bhagwat Dayal Sharma sworn in as Governor Shri C.M. Poonacha takes oath as Governor 
(23.09.1977) (10.04.1980) 


Swearing in of Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik 
to Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik as Chief Minister (09.06.1980) by H.E. Governor Shri Bishambhar Nath Pande as Chief Minister (10.05.1985) 


Prof. S. Nurul Hasan sworn in as Governor (20.11.1988) Shri Yagya Dutt Sharma sworn in as Governor (07.02.1990) 
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Shri B. Satyanarayan Reddy sworn in as Governor Shri Gopala Ramanujam sworn in as Governor 
while Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Biju Patnaik looks on (01.06.1993) (18.06.1995) 


Shri K.V. Raghunatha Reddy sworn in as Governor H.E. Governor Shri M.M. Rajendran administers oath to 
by Chief Justice Shri S.N. Phukan (31.01.1997) Shri Naveen Patnaik as Chief Minister (05.03.2000) 


ll 


H.E. Governor Shri M.M. Rajendran administers oath to Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee holds discussion with 
Shri Naveen Patnaik as Chief Minister (16.05. 2004) Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik at Raj Bhavan 


Odisha and its Raj Bhavans 81 


Digitiz 


y srujanika@gmail.com 


BHUBANESWAR - Its Heritage and Raj Bhavan 


{on 


B ce 


Shri Rameshwar Thakur sworn in as Governor in Raj Bhavan (17.11. 2004) H.E. Vice President Shri Bhairon Singh Sekhawat 
watering a plant after plantation in Raj Bhavan in the presence of 
H.E Governor Shri Rameshwar Thakur 


HE. Governor Shri Rameshwar Thakur and Chief Justice Shri A.K. Ganguly administers oath to 
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik in an intimate talk Shri Murlidhar Chandrakant Bhandare as Governor in Raj Bhavan in presence of 
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik (21 .08. 2007) 


Swearing in of Shri Naveen Patnaik as Chief Minister Chief Justice Shri C. Nagappan administers oath to Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir as 
by H.E. Governor Shri M.C. Bhandare (21.05.2009) Governor at Raj Bhavan in presence of Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik 
(21.03.2013) 
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Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir inspects Guard of Honour at Raj Bhavan Hon'ble Gi 


S.C. Jamir administers oath to 


Shri Naveen Patnaik as Chief Minister (21.05.2014) 


| 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik wishes New Year Greetings to Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir greets Hon'ble Vice President of India 
Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir at Raj Bhavan Mohd. Hamid Ansari at Raj Bhavan 
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The First Lady Mrs. Alemla Jamir receives Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir presents a memento 
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at Raj Bhavan (07.03.2016) to Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
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Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir pays a courtesy call to Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at New Delhi 


PS A NETAJI SUBHASH BOSE INA TRUST XK" "AP 


hore wett he 
ASSOCIATION 


Governor Dr. S. C. Jamir with other dignitaries during Hukumat Day celebration organised by Subhas Bose INA Trust 
at Ravenshaw Collegiate School, Cuttack (20.11.2015) 


Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir interacts with Mr. Richard Verma, U.S. Ambassador to India and other members of delegation at Raj Bhavan (22-01-2016) 
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Governors’ Conference 2016 at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi 
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Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir addresses the Sixth session of 15th Odisha Legislative Assembly (15.03.2016) 
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Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir and Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik during the release of Commemorative Coin at 
State Level Birth Centenary celebration of Late Biju Patnaik at Jayadev Bhawan, Bhubaneswar (05-03-2016) 


A 4 


Hon'ble Governor Dr. S. C. Jamir with German Ambassadar, Mr. Martin Ney at Raj Bhavan (08.07.2016) 
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Shri Yeshwant Narayan Sukthankar 
(31.07.1957 to 15.09.1962) 


The 
illustrious 
Governors of 
Odisha 
who stayed at 


Raj Bhavan, 


Bhubaneswar 
Dr. Shaukatullah Shah Ansari 
(31.01.1968 to 20.09.1971) oe ZN 
Po90N 


Justice Shri Gatikrushna Mishra 


(01.07.1972 to 08.11.1972 
and 21.08. 1974 to 25.10.1974) 


88 


Dr. Ajudhia Nath Khosla 


(16.09.1962 to 04.08.1966 
and 19.09.1966 to 30.01.1968) 


Sardar Jogendra Singh 
(20.09.1971 to 30.06.1972) 


Shri Basappa Danappa Jatti 
(08.11.1972 to 20.08.1974) 
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Shri Akbar Ali Khan 
(25.10.1974 to 17.04.1976) 


Shri Harcharan Singh Brar 
(07.02.1977 to 22.09.1977) 


Shri Cheppudira Muthana Poonacha 


(30.04.1980 to 30.09.1980, 04.11.1980 to 
24.06.1982 and 01.09.1982 to 17.08.1983 


Justice Shri Siva Narayin Sankar 
(17.04.1976 to 07.02.1977) 


Shri Bhagwat Dayal Sharma 
(23.09.1977 to 30.04.1980) 


Justice Shri Sukanta Kishore Ray 
(01.10.1980 to 03.11.1980) 
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Justice Shri Ranganath Misra 
(25.06.1982 to 31.08.1982) 


Prof. Saiyid Nurul Hasan 


(20.11.1988 to 06.02.1990 
and 01.02.1993 to 31.05.1993) 


Shri B. Satyanarayan Reddy 
(01.06.1993 to 17.06.1995) 


9୨0 


Shri Bishambhar Nath Pande 
(17.08.1983 to 20.11.1988) 


Shri Yagya Dutt Sharma 
(07.02.1990 to 01.02.1993) 


Shri Gopala Ramanujam 


(18.06.1995 to 30.01.1997 
and 13.02.1997 to 13.12.1997) 
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Shri K.V. Raghunatha Reddy Dr. C. Rangarajan 


(31.01.1997 to 12. 02.1997 and (27.04.1998 to 14.11.1999) 
13.12.1997 to 27.04.1998) 


Shri M. M. Rejendran Shri Rameshwar Thakur 
(15.11.1999 to 17.11.2004) (17.11.2004 to 21.08.2007) 


Shri Murlidhar Chandrakant Bhandare Dr. Senayangba Chubatoshi Jamir 
(21.08.2007 to 20.03.2013) (21.03.2013 - 
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RAJ BHAVAN COMPLEX, Bhubaneswar 


RAJ BHAVAN 
COMPLEX 


Bhubaneswar 


rea of 88 acres in the heart of the 


city, Raj Bhavan complex, Bhubaneswar comprises the 


imposing majestic structure of main building, office 


chamber and residential quarters of the Hon'ble Governor, 
Office of the Principal S: ary to Governor, Office of 
the Personal Secretary, Comptroller of the Governor's 
Household, A.D.C., Waiting Hall, Guest Rooms, the 
Abhishek Hall, Pantry, the Banquet Hall, the Library and a 
Mini Conference Hall. The Administrative Block, Annexe, 
ice of the R.I. of Police, Reception Counter, Dispensary, 
State Bank of India, Raj Bhavan Branch and garages are 
situated in separate blocks. A big chunk of the premises 
covered with forests and fruit bearing trees. There are two 
Deer Parks, beautiful open lawns, residential quarters of 
the employees, gardens, a children’s park, employees Club 
House and a barrack too. The blending of the buildings 
with the general ambience is quite remarkable and lends 


an aura and grandeur. 


Main Entrance 


a48ig: 
re TE 


Panoramic view from rooftop 


RAJ BHAVAN COMPLEX, Bhubaneswar 
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RAJ BHAVAN COMPLEX, Bhubaneswar 


Musical Fountains 


RAJ BHAVAN COMPLEX, Bhubaneswar 


Main Portico 
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Entrance to Abhishek Hall 
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RAJ BHAVAN COMPLEX, Bhubaneswar 
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Abhishek Hall 
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Sitting Room of Hon'ble Governor's Apartment 
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Rooms of Governor's Apartment 
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Presented by 
The Governor of Assam 
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Works of Art and Artefacts 
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Sculptures at Governor house premises 
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RAJ BHAVAN COMPLEX, Bhubaneswar 


2 Fo 


Hon'ble Governor plants a seedling in presence of First Lady and the Principal Secretary, Shri Parag Gupta on 07.07.2015 


Hon'ble Governor and First Lady after inauguration of New Library, Raj Bhavan 
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Aquarium 


mad 


Yoga Centre 
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Bonsai House 
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A slice of serenity Hon'ble Governor participates in Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 


ps 


Hon'ble Governor doing plantation during celebration of Vana Mahotsav Week 2016 at Raj Bhavan 
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Rose Garden 


Medicinal Plant 
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A picture is worth a thousand words 
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A picture is worth a thousand words 
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Deputy Prime Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel with H.E Governor Dr. K. N. Katju (1.) and Shri C. Rajgopalchari 
H.E Governor Dr. K. N. Katju and other leaders with Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. H.K. Mahtab 


Minister Shri Nabakrushna Choudhury receives H.E Governor Dr. K.N. Katju Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Jawaharlal Nehru addresses a public meeting 
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Nehru along with gran 


dson Rajiv Gandhi, Dr. H.K. Mahtab The comments of the illustrious President of India, 
and Burmese Prime Minister U.Nu visits Rourkela Steel Plant on 16.12.1957 Late Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru lays foundation of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru with H.E Governor Shri Bhimsen Sachar 
Bhubaneswar as Capital of Odisha and Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. H.K. Mahtab 


Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru addresses a meeting in the presence of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru at Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Biju Patnaik 


Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru given warm welcome at Paradip Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru is received on his arrival at Paradip 
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A picture is worth a thousand words 


Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Nehru with H.E Governor Dr. A.N. Khosla and Hon'ble Chief Minister 


Shri Biju Patnaik at the laying of foundation stone of Paradip Port on 03.01.1962 
is 5 


£ 


Hon'ble Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi with Hon'ble Chief Minister Smt. Nandini Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Morarji Desai addresses 
Satapathy at Odisha Pavilion of 3rd Asia International Trade Fair (11.12.1972) 29th convocation of Utkal University. 


Hon'ble Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi with Hon'ble Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi addresses a press conference. 
H.E Governor Shri B.N. Pande and Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik 
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi at a plantation programme 


on his visit to Odisha 
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee lays foundation stone of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
AIIMS Complex, Bhubaneswar addresses a press conference at Raj Bhavan 


E ଏ CN a 
H.E Governor Shri Rameshwar Thakur and Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik H.E Governor Shri Rameshwar Thakur presents a memento to 
receive H.E President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam at Biju Patnaik Airport, Bhubaneswar. Hon'ble Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh at Raj Bhavan 
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Hon'ble Justice Altamas Kabir, Chief Justice of India inaugurates the new building of High Court of Orissa on 11-11-2012 
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H.E. President Smt. singh Patil, Hon'ble Governor Shri M.C. Bhandare and 
Hon'ble 


Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir receives 
ef Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik with the staff of Raj Bhavan Hon'ble President Shri Pranab Mukherjee 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik receives First Lady Mrs. Alemla Jamir presents flower bouquet to 
Hon'ble President Shri Pranab Mukherjee Hon'ble President Shri Pranab Mukherjee at Raj Bhavan 


indian Institute of Technsiogy Bhubaneswar 
-"otiraton ol 4 Your Lorton Complet 
'” 


Dr. S.C. Jamir 
Hon'ble Governor of Ocha 


2" Dal 


Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir with First Lady arrives Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir at IIT, Bhubaneswar 


at Patry lawn for “At Home” Function 


132 


red by su 


mail.com 


Hon'ble President Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir and Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik 
at the 45th Convocation of Utkal University on 25.04.2013 


ih PP Pc 


Hon'ble Governor Dr. §.C. Jamir shakes hands with Hon'ble Prime Minister Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi watering a plant after 
Shri Narendra Modi at Biju Patnaik International Airport doing plantation inside Raj Bhavan premise on 07.02.2016 


at the dedication ceremony of Paradip Refinery to the Nation at Paradip on 07.02.2016 
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Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. pe with the guests during the “AT-HOME” function 
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Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedicates Rourkela Steel Plant expansion project 
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Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir administers oath to Shri Justice Vineet Saran as Chief Justice of Orissa High Court on 26.02.2016 


A A NAGA’S QUEST FOR FULFILLMENT 
7 Tae of Dr@. Jamir, Hon’ble Governor of Odisha — 
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Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik releases ‘A Naga’s Quest for Fulfillment’, 
autobiography of Hon'ble Governor Dr. S.C. Jamir in Raj Bhavan on 07.04.2016. 


Laying of Foundation stone of Abhishek Bhavan 
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Paradip Port 


A picture is worth a thousand words 
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Governance in Action 


APPENDIX - I 


Address by His Excellency the Governor Sir John Austin Hubback on 30-08-1937. 


Mr. Speaker, Members of the Orissa Legislative Assembly:- 


1 have already in private congratulated you, Sir, on your election to the post of dignity 
which I feel sure you will fill with very great credit. I should like to give you now my 


congratulations in public. 


Next I want to welcome you all, I hope during your sessions, I may have opportunities 
of continuing old friendships and of making new ones. May I give a special welcome 
to the two lady members? They are returned from general constituencies in which 
the electoral roll recognizes no distinction of class or creed. Such constituencies are, I 
believe, unique in India, save for similar ones in Assam. I have no doubt that the lady 
members of this Assembly will fully demonstrate the wisdom of the electoral provisions 
which have brought them here. 


T am not here today to make a political speech. Indeed 1 should like to dispel the idea, if 
it exists, that either now or on future occasions of this kind. I am voicing the views or 
announcing the policy of my Ministers. They are quite capable of doing that themselves 
and will have many opportunities of doing it here and elsewhere. But may I say one 
thing, that 1 am profoundly thankful that I can come today to address you as a legislative 


body in and likely to remain in being. 


There is one particular point of contact between the Legislative Assembly and myself. 
That is the rules for the conduct of your business. The task of framing these rules in 
the first instance was placed upon me under the provisions of the Government of India 
Act; and I should like to acknowledge the assistance I received from the Secretary to the 
Assembly in performing this duty. It is for the Assembly to alter, as may be desirable, the 
greater part of the rules. I understand that you have already taken this into consideration. 
A few of the rules are reserved to my discretion after consultation with you, Mr. Speaker. 


Pending their revision, I trust that the existing rules, which are based on the rules and 
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standing orders of the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council, will prove to be reasonably 


convenient for the conduct of your business. 


You are called upon to undertake in your first session one of the most important function 
of a legislative body, the consideration of the financial proposals of the Ministry, and 
the voting of supply to carry on the business of Government. I take it that all of you 
like myself would be glad if more money was available for the many urgent needs of 
the province, not the least being the mitigation of damage by flood. But as things are, I 
am sure that you will realize that all desirable projects cannot be immediately put into 


action. 


I have only one more thing to say. I speak with some hesitation, with some reluctance, 
to parade in public my deepest convictions. Most of you are Hindus, a few of you are 
Muslims and a few again like myself are Christians. But in Orissa it may, I believe, be said 
that all of us agree that, to use the valuable though very inadequate words of an English 
essayist there is “a Power not ourselves that makes for righteousness”. Our instincts, 
our upbringing and our experience lead us to clothe that idea in diverse ways, when we 
come to think out the nature and attributes of that Power. But it is a Power to which we 
all as humble men of heart may combine to appeal. It is on this assurance that I place 
before you certain passages from the prayers that are read before every sitting of the 


Houses of Parliament. They are that : 
“God may direct and guide us in all our consultations.” 


That “we may lay aside all private interests, prejudices and partial affections”, and finally 
that “the result of our counsels may be to the public wealth, peace and tranquility of 
the realm and the uniting and knitting together of the hearts of all persons and estates 


within the same”. 


I take leave of you, Sir, and of you all and pray that the blessings of Almighty God may 


rest upon your labours. 


(After the speech His Excellency the Governor left the Assembly Hall led by the Hon'ble 
Speaker and the Assembly Secretary. The whole House stood up till His Excellency left 
the Hall.) 
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APPENDIX -— II 


D.O. No. 559 G.O. GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
THE GOVERNOR, ORISSA PURI 


The 28th May, 1947 
My dear Sir John, 


This is in continuation of my telegram No.55-S of the 22nd May on the question of the 
withdrawal of the Political Agent, Orissa States, from Sambalpur from 1st July next. I 
have had now a letter from Harvey to say that he had already written on the 16th May to 
the Political Department suggesting that the Political Agent should be retained, and that 
he is again writing to them answering some of the objections raised against the proposal 


by the Political Department. 


2. Ever since Mahtab came to know about the proposed withdrawal of the Political 
Agent, he has been urging me to represent the matter to the Crown Representative, even 
officially if necessary. I have informed him that a personal approach to H.E. the Viceroy 
in his capacity of Crown Representative is more effective method of representing our 
case. The question is not merely one retention of the Political Agent at Sambalpur but 
of arriving at suitable arrangements on matters of common concern between Orissa and 
the Orissa States before Paramountcy lapses. I quote below extracts from a letter from 
Mahtab to me: 


“The more I think of the problem of the States and the condition of the present period 
of transition, the more I am convinced that the Political Department should continue to 
function till some definite arrangement is made between the States and the Province on 
all common matters. 1 do not think a liaison officer can help the situation very much. 
The question is, who will give direction to the States to carry out certain things? I think, 
everybody will admit that the administration board set up by the Ruler will not be able 
to carry out even a single item of many of their decisions and I doubt very much if they 
can come to any decision at all. Even today all decisions of the Rulers are really the 
directions of the Political Department. Even the election of members to the Constituent 
Assembly is being held under the direction and supervision of an officer of the Political 
Department. This Political Officer is looked upon with suspicion by the Rulers. Left to 
themselves, the Rulers probably would not hold any election, or if they do they would do 
it ina most unsatisfactory manner. So far as I realize, unless there is one authority to give 
directions to the Rulers, I do not think they will convert themselves into constitutional 
monarchs. It is for, this reason, I think, we should approach the Crown Representative 
with the request that he should bring about an agreement between the States and the 


Province before taking steps to wind up the Political Department. Lord Mountbatten 
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is said to be making arrangements for handling over power to the Indians before June, 
1948, and so far as this Province is concerned the first arrangement that has to be made 


is to bring about an agreement between the States and the Province.” 


“The history of the Orissa States is that they were never States. In the beginning, the 
Revenue Commissioner was the Superintendent of the Tributory Mahals and even 
the District Officer used to exercise some control over these States, as Assistant 
Superintendent of Tributory Mahals. In 1919 along with the Montford Reforms the 
control of the States was taken over by the Governor-in-Council. It was only in 1935 
the control was taken over by the Crown Representative and the present Political 
Department was created and it is known to every body that this change created a lot of 
complications in the relation between the States and the Province. It is an admitted fact 
that some control must be exercised on these States and it is for that reason I pressed 
before the Cabinet Mission that the States and the Province should be brought under 
one common administration. But since these Tributary Mahals are called States, they 
are wrongly included in the list of other big States which are really States. It seems to me 
even today we can argue with the Crown Representatives and the British Government to 
make a distinction between the other States and the Orissa States, or at least we should 
press for some agreement before the control is lifted altogether. Unless there is some 
agreement, I am sure there will be absolute confusion and the Province administration 


will suffer to a very great extent.” 


3. I think it is quite out of the question to make a distinction between the other States 
and the Orissa States. However petty they are, they must be treated on the footing of 
States, but I agree with Mahtab that it is most important, both for Orissa and the Orissa 


States, to arrive at agreements on matters of common concern as soon as possible. 


4. The question of the closer relationship between Orissa and Orissa States has been 
worrying me a good deal ever since I came to Orissa in April, 1946. It has been 
mentioned by me ad nauseum in my fortnightly reports to His Excellency the Viceroy. 
Economically, geographically and culturally Orissa and Orissa States form one unit. 
Out of the 24 States, 22 have common frontier with Orissa Province, and Angul Sub- 
Division and the Sambalpur district actually form islands of British Orissa surrounded 
by some of these States. As early as May, 1946, largely as a result of Mahtab’s talks with 
Sir Stafford Cripps and Corfield, the Political Department asked the Resident, Eastern 
States, officially to get into touch with me and try to ask for a committee or Rulers to 
meet suitable Provincial representatives as soon as possible in order that both parties 
can exchange views and face up to practical issues. As certain amount of spade work 
was done in the month of June, and at my request, Herbert, who was then an Officer on 
Special duty in the Political Department, visited me at Puri. We have had full discussions 


and the proposition which we put to him and which he regarded as reasonable was that 
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both Orissa and Orissa States should have a common administration. Subsequently the 
Rulers decided to form a Federal Union of Orissa and Chhatisgarh States, and up-to- 
date the Resident has not been able to arrange a meeting between the representatives 
of the Provincial Government and the States concerned. It is unnecessary to go into the 
reasons for this. There has been a certain amount of suspicion among the Rulers about 
the Political Leaders of Orissa. For a long time the future of the Cabinet Mission’s plan 
has been uncertain and until the announcement of the date of withdrawal in February, 
1947, there has been very little sense of urgency, on the part of the Rulers. That lack of 
sense of urgency may also have been shared by Todd. Added to this is the undoubted 
fact that the Majority of Rulers of the Orissa States are not at all progressive. They still 
live in a feudal or semi-feudal atmosphere and seem to think that they can continue 
more or less in the States. At the present moment some of them feel themselves quite 
high and mighty because paramountcy will be withdrawn in June, 1948. Little do they 
realize that unless they are progressive and become constitutional Rulers there is no 
hope for them in the future. I feel in the period from now till June, 1948 the Political 
Department should definitely use their good offices to impress on the Rulers that their 
future lies in reforming themselves. We want stability not only in Orissa but in Orissa 
States also. Lack of stability in Orissa States is bound to affect us in view of the fact that, 


as stated above, they and we form one unit. 


There are many matters of common interest which is absolutely essential to tie up 
between ourselves and the Orissa States well before June, 1948. There are extradition, 
jurisdiction over Railway lands, Communications, Excise, Education and Public Health 
and Economic development generally. I had always been told by Lord Wavell and the 
Officers of the Political Department that the good of the department are always available 
for effecting suitable arrangement between the States and the neighbouring Provinces. 
This is also in accordance with the last sentence of paragraph 4 of the Memorandum 
on State Treaties and Paramountcy presented by the Cabinet Mission to His Highness 
the Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes, on the 12th May, 1946. On behalf of the 
Provincial Government I now request Your Excellency not only in your capacity of 
Crown Representative but also that of Governor-General to help us through the Political 
Department in arriving at agreements in matters of common concern between ourselves 
and the Orissa States. On our part we are prepared to pursue the matter with the greatest 
possible speed. I am sure the same is the feeling of the Political Department and I do 
hope that Department will impress on the Rulers a sense of urgency in the settlement 
of these matters. The first step is the calling of a meeting between the representatives of 
the States and those of the Provincial Government, and I am glad that Harvey, to whom 
I have spoken, is agreeable to the proposal for such a meeting. The retention of the 
Political Agent at Sambalpur is, 1 feel, one of the measures that will facilitate agreement 


between ourselves and the States. We do want a link located in the Province. Last year 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


when Calcutta was faced with the Postal strike and communal troubles, I was literally 
cut off from the rest of India, including Calcutta, and even Postal and Telegraphic 
communications could not get through to Calcutta. There may be similar troubles in 
Calcutta and I do not want to be deprived of a local link and thus losing valuable time. It 
is the concern of us all to effect a smooth and peaceful transfer of power. Situated as the 
States, and ourselves are in this part of the world, peace, stability and good Government 
in Orissa depend a good deal on arriving at satisfactory arrangements or understandings 


with neighbouring States. 


6. It will be seen that In view the problem not merely as one of retention of the Political 
Agent but fundamentally is one of arriving at arrangements between ourselves and the 
States. It is possible that the best will in the world arrangements may not have been 


finalized by June, 1948. We shall, therefore, want a standstill arrangement also. 


Some of the matters of common concern raise issues not peculiar to Orissa and the Orissa 
States alone. These are matters of All India concern, like extradition and jurisdiction 
over Railway lands, and I am sure that these will be ties up in close consultation with the 
States and the Political Department on the one hand and the various Department of the 


Central Government on the other. 


Yours sincerely, 
Ssd/- 
C.M. Trivedi 


His Excellency, 
The Right Hon'ble Sir John Colville, G.C.LE., T.D. 


Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 
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APPENDIX - III 


Inauguration Address 
Delivered by His Excellency Sir Hawthorne Lewis, 
Chancellor of the Utkal University 
On the 1st November, 1944. 


Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Fellows of the Utkal University, 


THIS is a truly memorable occasion. The aspiration of the people of Orissa to have a 
University of their own stretches back over a very large number of years. The University 
has taken a long time to reach us, but now that it is ours we are determined to make it a 


success. 


It has been a very natural and proper desire on the part of the people of Orissa to have 
their own University. If I may venture to interpret your feelings, this is for you not 
merely a matter of completing the free institutions of our autonomous province. Nor 
is it simply a question of rounding off our educational establishments and facilities. 
These are important aspects, but other weighty reasons also have added very greatly 
to the strength of your sentiment whose roots lie deep in your consciousness of your 
historic past, and of the contribution that Orissa has made, and has still to make, to 


Indian thought and Indian learning. 


Some of you may remember that, in a generation now passed, Lord Haldane at one 
period of his busy life devoted himself to a study of the place of Universities in the 
national life of a people. What he then wrote is still read with interest and attention. Let 
me in particular recall to you his wise and eloquent words that “It is in Universities that 
the soul of a people mirrors itself.” 1 do not think I am wrong in suggesting that those 
words sum up a feeling which, though probably not expressed quite in those terms, is 
very much in your own minds. Without a University of your own you have felt that 
there has been something lacking in the life of your people, leaving a dangerous lacuna 
that has required to be filled. Now that you have a University, you will be looking to it 
in a very special sense to be the custodian of your own rich inheritance, and to preserve 
for you, and those who come after you, the distinctive culture, language, art, literature 


and tradition which are both your possession and your pride. 


Tam indeed gratified that to a sentiment so worthy of respect this measure of satisfaction 


has now been given. 
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The decision to proceed with the University in spite of war difficulties was a decision 
taken by the Ministers then in office. In the advice they tendered they faithfully 
interpreted the unanimous wish of the people of Orissa. Not often in the discharge of 
public affairs could there be found a decision so universally acclaimed, of which there 


was no criticism and from which there has been no dissent. 


Once the decision was recorded and the necessary legislation had been passed, nothing 
has been more encouraging than the immediate response of the neighbouring Orissa 
States whose association with the University is so valuable and so welcome. Their 
association with us is neighter casual nor transitory. The representatives of the States 
already occupy in the component bodies of the University a recognized and assigned 
position. They sit with us not as strangers from outside our gates, but as partners 
sharing in this matter our hopes and aspirations. They represent for us an accession of 
strength and a renewal of the bonds that unite the Oriya-speaking people wherever they 
are found. First and foremost of the representatives of the States in our University is 
Maharaja Sir Pratap Chandra Bhanj Deo of Mayurbhanj whom I am proud to have with 
me as Pro-Chancellor. It is a position he is particularly well fitted to fill by virtue both of 
his great personal talents and attainments, and of the enlightened interest in education 
that has for so long been a tradition of the distinguished ruling family of which he is the 
head. Are we not justified in claiming that on the substantial and significant basis of this 
collaboration between the Orissa States and the Orissa Province we rest our hopes for 


the bright future of the University whose inauguration we celebrate to-day? 


It is, however, only in the ceremonial or symbolic sense that to-day’s function can be 
called an inauguration. As the Vice-Chancellor has reminded us in his opening remarks, 
the University was in the strict sense inaugurated in August, 1943 shortly after the 
Utkal University Act had been passed by the Orissa Legislative Assembly. There then 
followed an interval while the statutes and regulations were under preparation. For their 
timely completion we were indebted to the good offices of the University of Madras. 
At our request they kindly lent us the services of their Registrar, Mr. McLean, whose 
great experience and knowledge were of much help to us. Since then meetings of the 
Senate and Syndicate and Academic Council have been held; examinations have been 
conducted; degrees are now to be conferred, and the University is fully set upon its 


course. 


Now, it is for us in all humility to look out on the long journey that lies before us. 
Henceforward we shall be taking the road alone. We can no longer lean on the strong 
arm of the two Universities which have hitherto been our help and our support. But 
Orissa will not forget the deep debt of gratitude she owes to the Patna and Andhra 


Universities for the contribution they have hitherto been making to the educational 
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needs of the Province. When these proposals were formulated, which close the chapter 
of their respective jurisdictions within the Province of Orissa, the Patna and Andhra 
Universities with equal readiness gave us every possible encouragement and assistance 
in the arrangements we were making for our new University. We are grateful to them for 
the helpful attitude they so consistently maintained. Iam very glad that among our 
distinguished guests we have with us to-day Dr. Sachidananda Sinha and Sir Ramalinga 
Reddy, Vice-Chancellors respectively of the Patna and Andhra Universities, and let me 
in your name thank them both very much for the very real concern they have shown 
in our welfare. It gives us very special pleasure that Dr. Sachidananda Sinha, who has 
been so true a friend to the cause of education in Orissa, who is so well known to all 
of us, and is so deeply respected, will tomorrow deliver the first Convocation Address 
of our Utkal University. It is no secret that Dr. Sinha is at present busily occupied with 
preparations for the Silver Jubilee Celebration of the Patna University which will take 
place later this month, and it is at considerable sacrifice of his personal convenience 
that he accepted my invitation to deliver the Address. I gladly take this opportunity to 
offer our warm felicitations through him to the Patna University for its Silver Jubilee 
Celebration. A few days ago I was reading the Inauguration Address delivered by Sir 
Edward Gait in 1918 when the Patna University came into being towards the end of 
the last Great War, and I was very interested to find that even at that time. Sri Edward, 
as the first Chancellor of the new University at Patna, was already, as he stated in his 
address, looking forward to the creation of a separate University for what were then the 
Orissa districts of the joint province of Bihar and Orissa. This happy coincidence of the 
Patna Silver Jubilee Celebration with our own Inauguration is an occasion for rejoicing, 
but in nevertheless emphasizes for us in what I may without prejudice describe as a 
rather vivid way that it has taken precisely a quarter of a century for that early vision of 
a University for Orissa to take shape and come to life. After the due span of years when 
we too shall come of age to celebrate our own Silver Jubilee, we shall hope to look back 
upon as satisfying and as impressive a record of achievement as does the University of 
Patna in our sister Province of Bihar. Though we now academically take leave of each 
other, we look forward to maintaining the same cordial and friendly relations in matters 
of joint concern with the Patna and the Andhra Universities as have marked that closer 


association with them that has now come to an end. 


I could not conclude without first placing before you some general considerations which 
I think we would do well to bear in mind. While I have very gladly paid my tribute to the 
function of the University to preserve the distinctive culture of Orissa, I would ask you 
to remember that the University will fail if its attitude were marred by narrowness or 
exclusiveness of outlook. Our University must serve the needs not of one or other section 


of our people, but of all sections; and most especially of those important elements of our 
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population which are not Oriya either by descent or by speech. The more universal the 
scope and character we give our University, the more certainly and more surely will it 
achieve its purpose. We wish our University to be renowned for its largeness of view, its 
tolerance, and its liberality. There should be nothing mean or restrictive in the handling 
of its affairs, nor in the direction which it gives to the pursuit of knowledge for the 


advantage of all who seek it. 


Again, the Vice-Chancellor has rightly reminded us that it is a very modest start that we 
are making with our University as a purely examining body. I fully share the hopes he 
has expressed that we shall before long be able to take a more active and constructive 
part in establishing standards of scholarship and stimulating teaching. The progress and 
development of the seven new colleges, which have come so quickly into existence, will 
require to be carefully watched. This phenomenal expansion has been a very remarkable 
event. First enthusiasms must not be allowed to grow cold, and where faults are found 
we must not hesitate to put them right. I shall count on the University to maintain close 
and sympathetic relations with these new affiliated colleges to guide their steps and help 


them on their way. 


The problems which confront Indian Universities are ably examined in the recent much 
discussed report of the Central Advisory Board of Education on Post-War Educational 
Development in India. In dealing with our own problems we shall be well advised to 
treat that report as a highly prized volume of instruction and guidance never very far out 
of our hands. 1 particularly value the emphasis laid in the report on the need for private 
benefactions. Education in Orissa has been enriched in the past by many generous and 
notable gifts. 1 am confident that these will be well maintained. Our University Act 
contains special statutory provision by which we are able to pay honour to those who 
help us by their liberality. There has been a good response and our roll of Benefactors 
already contains the honoured names of Maharani Lady Parbati Devi of the Sonepur 
State; and, within the Orissa Province, of Maharaja Sri Vikrama Deo Varma Garu of 
Jeypore, Maharaja Captain Sri Krishna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Deo of Parlakhemundi 
and Raja Bahadur Sir Rajendra Narayan Bhanja Deo of Kanika. I hope that as time passes 
many more names will be added to that illustrious list, and that our University and its 
attendant colleges will be bounteously endowed. In addition to the rich endowment he 
has given to our new Medical College, now affiliated to the University, the Maharaja of 
Jeypore recently placed at my disposal a sum of money to found a Science Scholarship 
to which he has given my name. Post-graduate study is a matter of very special concern 
to us at a time when we are breaking away from other Universities and setting up our 
own. After discussion with the Vice-Chancellor I suggested to the Maharaja that this 
Scholarship should be devoted to post-graduate scientific study. To this the Maharaja 
Saheb has readily agreed. 
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Lastly, let us all remember that the University is not an end in itself. It is valuable only for 
the purpose it serves. Our University is born at a time when the bright light of Victory 
has begun to pierce the clouds, and when after these long years of war our minds are 
turning to the new tasks which Peace will bring. We shall need all the help the University 
can give in training and equipping the youth of Orissa to take their full share in the tasks 
that will lie before us. I am convinced that, given the opportunity, our young men and 
young women will ardently and zealously respond. But the problems will be new and 
must be approached with fresh minds. Our system of instruction may well need to be 
overhauled and replaced by more modern and practical methods better suited to future 
needs. It would indeed be an unprofitable exercise of our energies if in our University 
we were to strive simply to build the future on the foundations of the past. We should 
take from the past all that is valuable and useful, but we should move with the times and 
must not allow our ideas to wax old upon us as a garment without realizing when they 
are outworn and out of date. A University so young as ours would have little excuse for 


standing too stubbornly by the ancient ways. 


To you, Mr. Parija, I owe a special word of thanks. Your tenure as the first Vice-Chancellor 
of the University, holding office at my nomination, is coming to a close. Within these 
next few days the Senate will have met to choose a successor. You have held the post in 
addition to your own heavy duties as Principal of the Ravenshaw College, but you have 
devoted yourself unsparingly to the interests of the University. I thank you, Mr. Vice- 
Chancellor, also for the very kind address of welcome which you have read to me on 
behalf of yourself and the Fellows of the Utkal University. I can assure you that I esteem 


very highly the privilege that has fallen to me of being your first Chancellor. 
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Extracts from Memoirs of a Bengal Civilian by John Beames 


This great city of Cuttack, the capital of a large and isolated province, was curious study. 
So many little worlds lived side by side, understanding each other very imperfectly, 
disliking each other often very heartily, and yet all dwelling peaceably on the whole 
under the strong hand of British law and order. Its situation was peculiar and, in many 
respects, inconvenient. The Mahanadi, an immense river more than two miles broad, 
issues from the hills and divides into two great streams, which in their turn divide lower 
down into several others, so that all this part of Central Orissa is, in fact, the delta of 
the Mahanadi, a triangle, each of whose sides is about a hundred miles in length. At the 
apex of this triangle, which points to the west, lies the city. The site was in fact chosen 
for purposes of defence by the King of Orissa in the sixteenth century when his country 
was invaded by the Mahommedans. He left his former capital Chaudwar (Chaudwar = 
four gates), the ruins of which are still visible on the northern bank of the river, and 
pitched his ‘camp’ (in Sanskrit and Oriya, Kataka) between the two sheltering arms of 
the mighty river. Here he built a great fortress called Barabati which still stands, though 


in ruins, and the rest of the apex was occupied by the houses of the townspeople. 


The Marathas built a massive revetment, or wall of huge stones all round the two sides of 
the triangle which face the two rivers, and this lofty, reddish-grey wall with its bastions 
and ghats gives to the city, when seen from the south, the appearance of a fortified 
place. Of the two arms of the river, that which flows on the south of the city is called 
the Kathjori. It is now dammed at its entrance by an ‘anicut’. This is a strong wall of 
stone built right across the river, pounding up the water above it into an extensive lake, 
while the river-bed below is left a dry expanse of gleaming sand with a feeble thread of 
water trickling through it. In the rains, however, the river tops the dam and plunges in 
an enormous torrent through the bed below. The extent of its rise and the volume of the 
water may be judged from the fact that, while in the dry season the walls of the Maratha 
revetment tower sixty feet above the sand which stretches for more than a mile in width 
at its foot, in the rains the water laps the coping of the wall and covers the whole expanse 
of sand. Once or twice in recent times, in extraordinarily high floods, the water has even 
risen above the top of the wall and has only been prevented from bursting into the town 
below by the most strenuous exertions on the part of the engineers. A vast, turbid mass 
of water pours down the Kathjori, bearing along whole forest trees torn from the banks 
higher up, which the towns people amuse themselves by catching with an ingenious but 
simple contrivance. Two sticks, each a few inches long, are tied strongly in the shape of 
a cross, to which is fastened a coil of thin but very strong cord. They stand on the bank 


and hurl the cross, which flies through the air, unwinding the coil as it flies and, alighting 
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on the floating tree, is entangled in its branches. Three or four men then haul on the 
cord, and so gradually pull the tree to shore, where it is cut up and sold for firewood. In 


this way the poorer towns folk make a good deal of profit from the floods. 


On the highest point of the revetment stands the Lal Bagh, the Commissioner's residence, 
a large and stately building in a park-like compound in which, in our time, a herd of 
spotted deer used to roam. A long avenue of tall trees with dense foliage (a species of 


Uvaria) led to the entrance gates, beyond which lay the native city. 


The Collector's office (cutcherry) stood on the same revetment as the Lal Bagh, a little 
lower down. In its spacious, park-like grounds were numerous other public offices, 
including the College. The native city possessed no ancient or remarkable buildings. 
It was a large, busy place with many shops and some handsome streets, a market-place 
and a few old temples. To the north of it lay the lines of the Madras Regiment, a very 
wide, open plain used as a parade ground; lines of broad roads bordered by the houses 
of Europeans, a church, a Roman Catholic chapel, a Baptist chapel and finally the still 
imposing ruins of the old Fort of Barabati, within whose enclosure was the station club, 
a racquet court and other buildings. The whole inhabited space between the two rivers 
was about five miles long by two broad, and for a long distance down-stream to the 
south-east were struggling suburbs-Jobra with its extensive workshops, Chauliaganj 
with a race-course and a row of pleasant, spacious villas in large compounds, in one of 


which we lived for four years. 
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